
Blessed Is the Man Who Does Not Forget What He Sees in the Perfect Law (James 1:19-27) 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The gospel of Jesus Christ is the truth that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became a man 
and lived a sinless life in accordance with the perfect standard which God demands on 
behalf of his fellow man, and the truth that this God-man, Jesus Christ, died a sacrificial 
death for the sins of anyone who will place their trust in Him; and the truth that there 
is no other way for man to be reconciled to God because we have all fallen short of His 
glory; and the truth that there is no other way for God could to uphold His righteous 
standards and simultaneously acquit us of our sins; and the truth that God rose Jesus 
from the dead on the third day to validate and to prove that the penalty for our sins 
was fully paid; and the truth that Jesus Christ ascended to the right hand of the Father 
and will come again to overthrow all corrupt governments, take His visible reign over 
all creation so that justice and righteousness abound and the curse of Adam and Eve 
will be reversed; and the truth that the redeemed will dwell in everlasting peace and 
joy in His presence; and the truth that this is all a gift of God’s grace, not something we 
can earn but to be received by faith.   

Praise the Lord! 

But when we read the Book of James, we get almost none of that.  James mentions the 
second coming, but he never mentions the divine nature of Christ, nor His sinless life, 
nor His sacrificial death, nor His glorious resurrection, nor His ascension to the right 
hand of the Father.  You might think this is strange, but I could not have 
wholeheartedly preached today from the Book of James unless I could settle in my 
mind why James doesn’t teach these things.   

Some people can’t enjoy a good movie in the living room after dinner unless the dirty 
dishes in the kitchen are cleaned up first.  That’s not me.  Some people can’t go to 
sleep until they have thoroughly processed and filed away in their brain all the events 
of the day.  That’s not me.  Preach James and wonder if James loves the same gospel 
that I love?  No way.  How can I faithfully preach what James has to say the way James 
and God would want me to say it, if I don’t understand him?  I had to figure him out.  

This is what I discovered:  



While the Apostle Paul and the other apostles were blown away by the gospel 
of grace and couldn’t help but revel in God’s grace in almost every letter they 
wrote, the Apostle James was blown away by the number of people who 
claimed they had faith in God but didn’t do what God said they should do.  
[REPEAT]  

In other words, James was writing to a specific group of people at a specific time for a 
specific purpose, and his primary concern was not the indicatives of the gospel, but the 
imperatives of the gospel.  But is that still a problem?  Well, listen to this quote from a 
letter that John Piper’s dad wrote to try to talk his son out of becoming a pastor. 

Now I want you to remember a few things about the pastorate. Being a pastor today involves 
more than merely teaching and preaching. You will be the comforter of the fatherless and the 
widow. You will counsel constantly with those whose homes and hearts are broken. You will 
have to handle divorce problems and a thousand marital situations. You will have to exhort 
and advise young people involved in sordid and illicit sex and with drugs and violence .. And 
then there is the heartache of ministering to a weak and carnal and worldly apathetic group of 
professing Christians, very few of whom will be found trustworthy and dependable … You will 
be called on to arbitrate all kinds of problems. At times you will feel the weight of the world on 
your shoulders. Many pastors have broken under the strain. If the Lord has called you, these 
things will not deter nor dismay you, but I wanted you to know the whole picture.  

Apparently, not much has changed in 2,000 years since James wrote his letter.   We are 
all broken people.  Thank God he is in the business of saving people like us.  I also 
discovered that there are many verses in the Book of James which reveals that he loves 
and believes in the same gospel as you and me.  We will look at one of them today. 

Okay.  That settles it.  Now I’m ready to dig into our passage from chapter one.  First, 
let me give you my propositional statement, or thrust of the message: 

We must continuously make room for the Word of God in our hearts, lest anger or 
pride or deceitful desires destroy our souls.  [REPEAT] 

If you like to know the outline in advance: 

POINT 1 – BE PATIENT TO OTHERS (BE SLOW TO ANGER) 

POINT 2 – BE RESPONSIVE TO THE BIBLE (RECEIVE THE IMPLANTED WORD) 

POINT 3 – BE OBEDIENT TO GOD (BE A DOER OF THE WORD) 

Are we ready?  Let’s go! 



POINT 1 – BE PATIENT TO OTHERS (BE SLOW TO ANGER) 
I only have three observations about verse 19.  First, James addresses this to his 
“beloved brothers.”  James addresses us as his brothers or as his beloved brothers 15 
times in this book and it is meant to grab our attention because he is about to say 
something important.  For example, James 2:15 says, “Listen, my beloved brothers, has 
not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?”  This verse implies that 
James believes salvation is by faith which is, of course, a core tenet of the gospel.  PTL! 
But more to the point, the command is to be patient.   

The second observation is that the way James suggests we can be patient is through a 
progression of stop gaps.  First, we should be quick to hear others when tensions rise.  
Second, even when we think it’s our turn to talk, we should be slow to speak.  And 
third, when we are in the heat of the battle, we should be slow to anger.   

The third observation is that the reason we should be slow to anger is because (as it 
says in the following verse), the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of 
God.  Being angry isn’t necessarily a sin.  But most of the time when we become angry, 
especially in the context of an argument with another person, our anger does not 
result in God being honored and glorified. 

[ILLUSTRATION SLIDE: HOME DECORATION WITH A FUNNY QUOTE] 

This is a very practical command, isn’t it?  I recently had a meeting with a group of 
Christians about a very difficult situation.  I wasn’t sure how things were going to go, 
but it was a beautiful thing when as we were praying immediately before the start of 
the meeting, almost everyone in the group prayed this prayer.  And what was even 
more encouraging, is that we were able to have a very civilized discussion about some 
very difficult things without anyone becoming angry or upset.  PTL!   

POINT 2 – BE RESPONSIVE TO THE WORD (RECEIVE THE IMPLANTED WORD) 
 
RECEIVE THE IMPLANTED WORD 
Incredibly, verse 21 stands on its own as the second main point that I believe James is 
trying to make in this passage.  Let’s read it again:  

Therefore, put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with 
meekness the implanted Word which is able to save your souls (James 1:21). 



Let’s ask five questions about this verse.  As we answer these five questions, we will 
see why and how we should be responsive to the Word of God. 

First, what is the implanted Word? 
We know the phrase “implanted word” is referring to God’s Word because no other 
type of word is able to save our souls.  However, it is less clear if James has the Old 
Testament word of God in general in mind, or if James has the New Testament 
message of the gospel in particular in mind.   

James just used the phrase “the word of truth” back in verse 18.  Look at verse 18: 

Of his own will he [God] brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should 
be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures (James 1:18). 

That phrase “word of truth” is used many other times in the New Testament to refer to 
the gospel (see Ephesians 1:13; Colossians 1:5b-6a).  

Thus, in answer to the first question, “What is the implanted word?”, the 
implanted word is probably all of God’s Word, but especially the message of 
the gospel. 

Second, how did the implanted word get implanted? 
The Greek word translated “implanted” literally means to plant a seed.   

James is using speech similar to Jesus’ parable of the Sower.  But the question is, how 
did the word get implanted in our hearts?  I think the answer is in verse 18 again. Verse 
18 says that God brought us forth by the word of God.  We know that James is talking 
about the new birth, not the natural birth, because he says God’s purpose in bringing 
us forth by the word of truth is that we would be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.   

Thus, in answer to the second question, “How did the implanted word get 
implanted?”, the seed of the word of God was planted in our hearts when we 
were born again.   

But if the word of God is like a seed which God planted in us when we were born again, 
then why do we need to receive the word if we already have it?  

Third, why do we need to receive the implanted Word if we already have it?   
Isn’t that a strange thing to say?  Receive the implanted word!?? 

When my daughter Sarah was 7 or 8 or 9 years old, we would eventually re-read as a 
family some of the same bible stories that she had previously read.  She used to say all 



the time, “Oh, I’ve already read this.  Let’s read a different one.”  Eventually, I had to 
explain to her that re-reading the same Bible stories is not a bad thing.  Even though 
the stories may be the same, the more we read the Bible, the more we learn about 
God’s character and God’s attributes and the principles by which God wants us to live.  

Similarly, when James commands us to receive what has already been implanted, he 
means we should continue to nourish the soil of our hearts with the Word of God in 
order to stay alive.  We cannot say, “Oh, yeah, I read the Bible once, so I don’t need 
that anymore.”  If flowerpots could talk, that would be like them saying to you as you 
water them: “Oh, you gave me water last week, so I don’t need water anymore.”   

You see, living things need constant nourishment to stay alive.  We are not going to live 
long apart from life-giving things such as air and bread and water.  Figuratively 
speaking, that’s why Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.”   

Thus, in answer to the third question, “Why do we need to receive the 
implanted word if we already have it?”, we need to receive and be nourished 
by the word of God daily so that the seed of God’s word will take deep roots in 
our hearts and bear fruit in our lives. 

Fourth, how do we receive the implanted Word? 
According to John MacArthur, the tense of the words in the original Greek indicates 
that we must repent of deliberate sinful behaviors and intentions of the heart as a 
condition for making room for the word of God.  Our English translations do a terrible 
job of communicating this aspect of these verbs.  In fact, only the Berean Literal 
Translation and Young’s Literal Translation capture this sense of the verse.   

Therefore, having put aside all filthiness and abounding of wickedness, receive 
in humility the implanted word, being able to save your souls (James 1:21). 

Again, James is teaching something very similar to Jesus, isn’t he?  The seed of the 
word in the third soil in the Parable of the Sower did not take root due to sinful desires 
and overly concerned about the cares of this world.   

Therefore, brothers and sisters, in answer to the fourth question, “How do we 
receive the implanted Word?”, we must first repent of any evil intentions, 
known sinful behaviors, and the like.   

Fifth, in what manner should we receive the implanted Word? 
With meekness!   



“Receive with meekness the implanted Word.”  In this context, the word 
meekness means teachable and submissive to God’s Word. 

In contrast to being an angry person in verse 19, James calls us in verse 21 to receive 
the message of the gospel and all of God’s Word with humility.  As James says in 
chapter 4, God gives grace to the humble, but He opposes the proud!   

You want grace, don’t you?  Then humbly submit your heart to God’s Word this 
morning.  If we receive the word of God with meekness and humility, it will cost us 
some of our pride.  On the other hand, if we don’t give up our pride, our prideful soul 
will win today and lose in eternity.   

Brothers and sisters, in a word, be responsive to the Word of God.  Or as James would 
say, “Receive with meekness the implanted Word.”   

Although James’ next major point is “Be obedient to God’s Word,” he has first shown 
us that abiding in God’s Word is the proper preparation for doing God’s Word. 

POINT 3 – BE OBEDIENT TO GOD (BE A DOER OF THE WORD) 
 
Similar to point number 1, point number 3 is very simple; namely, be a doer of God’s 
Word, not just a hearer.  It’s a good thing to listen and read and meditate on God’s 
Word, but don’t stop there.  Be a doer of God’s Word! 

Let’s read James 1:22-25 again: 

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if 
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks 
intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away 
and at once forgets what he was like. But the one who looks into the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer 
who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 

Notice in verse 22 that James seems to indicate that not doing God’s will is a result of 
deceiving oneself: “Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 
To put it another way, James seems to indicate that deceiving oneself is the reason 
why some people don’t obey God.  They deceive themselves by thinking they are saved 
despite their lack of obedience to God’s Word.   



Brothers and sisters, James is shooting straight with us this morning and we need to 
listen carefully.  Receive with meekness the word of God this morning!  

James’ logic goes like this: If the result of obedience is experiencing God’s blessing (as 
James says it is in verse 25), then the opposite would be true.  If the doers of God’s 
Word are not self-deceived and blessed by God, then logically speaking, those who are 
not doers of God’s Word are deceived, and they will be cursed if they do not repent.   

And this logic is consistent with the warnings James will give us in the next few verses 
when he says our religion is worthless if we don’t keep our mouth under God’s control.  
And this logic is consistent with the warning James will give us in the next chapter 
when he says we are living in cross-purposes with God if we give honor to the rich and 
despise the poor.  And this logic is consistent with the warning James will give us in the 
next chapter when he says, “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith, 
but does not have works?” 

Again, James is using language similar to Jesus.  Sadly, there will be many people who 
thought they knew God on the day of judgment who will be utterly shocked that they 
are not saved.  Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me Lord, Lord, will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but only those who do the will of my Father in heaven.”   

Brothers and sisters, when you hear these warnings from James and Jesus, I hope your 
heart takes a humble response that trembles at the word of God this morning.  The 
proper response is not, “Well, Jesus died for me and that’s all I need to know.”  Yes, 
Jesus died for you, but has it transformed your life???  Are you a different person than 
you were three years ago, 5 years ago, 10 years ago?  Do you have more love for 
people?  Do you have more love for Christ?   

My dear brothers and sisters, do not be deceived.  If you’re private life is shot through 
with outbursts of anger, if your heart does not have room to enjoy God’s Word on a 
regular basis, if letting your mouth run like a horse out of control is more satisfying 
then praying for the person who has hurt you or offended you, you may not be saved.  
And the answer to this tension that we all experience at one time or another in our 
walk of faith is NOT, “Well, I better try harder to be a good person.  If I just try harder, 
then I’ll really feel good about myself.”  Church, that DOESN’T WORK.   

So what does work?  Does James have anything to say about this?    

Yes, let’s let James answer that question.  It’s found in the next verse: 



But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, 
being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his 
doing (James 1:25). 

Someone will say, “There’s no answer in that verse.  He’s just telling us to do what 
were supposed to do.  How does that help?”  But that’s not what he said FIRST.  What 
did he say first?  He says at the beginning of verse 25: “Look, look, look into the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, and persevere in your looking!”  You don’t become a faithful 
doer of God’s Word by outsmarting your deceitful heart.  Rather, you become a doer 
of God’s Word when your deceitful heart is changed by seeing the glory of Jesus Christ 
in the perfect law of God.    

We have time for one example from Colossians 2:   

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and [sinful lifestyle], God made 
alive together with [Jesus], having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling 
the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This record of 
debt he set aside, nailing it to the cross (Colossians 2:13-14). 

This passage says that God canceled the moral failures and sins that put us in eternal 
debt to God for how we have dishonored Him and ignored Him and often indifferent to 
Him.  What does this mean? Have you ever heard of a canceled check?  What is a 
canceled check?  A canceled check is a check that has been paid by the bank from 
which it has been withdrawn.  After the money is deducted from your bank account, 
the bank will cancel the check, so it can no longer be used.   

When God nailed your sin to the cross, he canceled the charges He had against 
you because they have been paid by the blood of Jesus.  God will never hold 
those sins against you again for all eternity.  They have been canceled!   

Brothers and sisters, this is an example of what it means to look at the law of liberty.  
As we set our gaze upon the Word of God—or as James says, as we persevere in 
looking at the perfect law, the law of liberty—we won’t forget. We look with a humble 
heart until we are changed.  Beholding the glory of the Lord in the Word of God, we 
are being changed from one degree of glory to another.  Although when He comes, we 
will be completely changed in the twinkling of an eye to be like Him, the same is true in 
baby steps in this life.  As we peer into the gospel in the Bible, He will change us.   



Again, we must be doers of the Word, but abiding in the word and delighting in the 
word is what comes first.  When we fail, the answer is not to trust in our ability to be a 
better person, the answer is to look into the perfect law of God. Persevere in your 
looking and sooner or later you will be able to confidently say, “I’m alive!” 

APPLICATION AND CONCLUSION 
Point number 1 was, “Be patient to others.” Point number 2 was, “Be responsive to the 
Word.”  And point number 3 was “Be Obedient to God.”  

James concludes this passage with a simple example of what it means to be a doer of 
God’s Word.  He gives us a negative example and a positive example.  Verse 26 says: 

If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his 
heart, this person’s religion is worthless.  

James is rebuking some people who think they are doers of the word because they 
participate in the activities of church life.  In so many words, James warns all of us that 
if our hearts remain unholy as evidenced by an uncontrolled mouth, then all of our so-
called religion is worthless in the sight of God.   

Then James gives us a positive example.  Verse 27 says:  

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit 
orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the 
world. 

Church, do you have compassion for people in distress?  Does your heart find 
satisfaction in helping and relieving others who are in distress?  Does it bring you joy to 
make sacrifices to make other people happy in God?  May God make it so in all of our 
lives.  And as James reminds us in that last phrase of verse 27, may our doing of good 
works also be accompanied by hearts which are unstained from the world.  This is the 
kind of religion God with which God is pleased. 

After I pray, we will sing “Open the Eyes of My Heart.”  If you are a believer in Jesus 
Christ this morning, ask God to open your eyes even more and more to see the beauty 
and glory of Jesus as you look into the perfect law of God.  Pray that He would water 
the soil of your heart day after day as you receive with meekness the implanted word. 

If you are not a believer, or if you are not completely sure if you are a believer in Jesus 
Christ this morning, put your trust in the power of God to cause you to be born again 



by the word of truth and put your trust in the power of God to implant His word in 
your heart by His grace.  Pray that He will open the eyes of your heart to see the love 
He has for you which He clearly demonstrated by canceling the record of your sins and 
your failures.   

Blessed is the man and woman and child who does not forget what he or she sees in 
the perfect law of libetry. 


