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PRAY:  

“Merciful Father, please feed us this morning with the life-giving 

bread of Your word, and satisfy our hearts so that we may rejoice and 

be glad in You all our days. Holy Spirit, I am Your vessel of mercy. 

Speak through me to meet Your people with what they need to hear.  

O God, we long to see more of Christ, so show us Christ that we might 

be transformed into His likeness and live for His glory. We pray in His 

precious name. Amen.”    

 

Well, is anyone uncomfortable with the book of James yet? Has 

anyone had their toes stepped on by James’ bold words? James calls us 

out over and over again to make sure our faith is genuine and working 

itself out in a manner that honors God who gives us faith in the first 

place. Is your faith truly genuine and real and authentic? That is what 

James is getting at in a very practical, day-in and day-out kind of faith, 

which is the only kind that matters to God!  

As Chris said last Sunday, “the Apostle James was blown away by the 

number of people who claimed they had faith in God but didn’t do 

what God said they should do.” 

 

So James has given us a number of tests to evaluate the genuineness of 

our faith, such as how we respond to trials, or to temptation; how we 

respond to the Word of God, or how we control our tongue, and how 

we care for those in need.  

Now in chapter 2:1-13 we are faced with this very personal test that 

will reveal the genuineness of our faith. How do we respond to and 

treat others? Are we prone to show partiality or favoritism?  

 

But before we miss the point, James is not calling for a works-based 

salvation. He is calling for a grace-filled, fruitfully-obedient life 

flowing out of a transformed heart by the power of the indwelling 

Spirit of Christ!  

 

So I want you to picture yourself as a sailor on a ship that is embarking 

on a journey across the great ocean of life to make it to heaven’s 

shores. Will you be able to make it if you have one little hole in the 

bottom of your ship? Remember, this is a great ocean, and not merely 

a calm lake that you can coast along to barely make it across before 

you sink. No in this great ocean, even one small hole will plunge your 

ship into the depths of the sea.  

 

I believe this is the point James is making here in this passage: the 

problem of partiality might seem so small, but it is divisive and 

destructive, and therefore, deserving of eternal judgment. So what is 

our only hope of escape and rescue? It is the Triumphant Mercy of 

Christ that Conquers the Misery of Partiality.  

 

So my driving point that I want us all to walk away with this morning 

is this:  

 

If our faith in Jesus is truly genuine, then our lives will overflow 

with His triumphant mercy that conquers the sin of partiality.  

 

Under the inspiration of the Spirit, the Apostle James lays out 6 

arguments against partiality and makes a strong plea throughout to live 

victoriously in the freedom of Christ’s mercy:   

 

Let’s dive right into the first argument against partiality, that partiality 

contradicts true faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, according to verses 1-3: 

1. Partiality contradicts true faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (vv. 1-

3)  

“My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. For if a man wearing a 

gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a 

poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, and if you pay 

attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You 

sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You 

stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” (ESV) 

 

 



I love how often James says, “My brothers (implying sisters as well), 

because he is reminding the believers of their common bond and true 

identity they share in Jesus Christ. He writes this 15x throughout his 

short letter. He means it with all his heart. He desires his fellow 

Christians to be walking in a Christlike manner, so he brings them to 

this common ground before he calls out their contradiction of true 

faith.  

 

So what exactly is partiality?  

 

Partiality is biased treatment of others based on external 

appearances for personal gain.  

 

Or, as our beloved brother, Nick Wilson, defined it in his presentation 

on this topic back in March, “Partiality is treating someone better than 

another for superficial reasons.”  

 

James leaves us no room for us to guess what partiality looks like. 

Thankfully, he defines partiality with a real-life example in a dramatic 

picture of partiality. The setting is most likely a church gathering 

because James speaks of “assembly” with the word “synagogue” 

which was their place of worship.  

 

Here is the scene: two visitors walk into the believers’ worship service. 

One visitor is a rich man with fine clothing and the other a poor man in 

dirty clothing.  

And how do the believers respond? They choose to “pay attention” to 

the rich man because of his glowing apparel and expensive jewelry, 

offering him the best place to sit, which in most synagogues of that 

day, there were only a few benches to sit on in the front.  

This favorable treatment was probably given so that they could gain 

something in return.  

 

On the other hand, they chose to set the poor man aside and dishonor 

him in their assembly by either having him stand in the back or rudely 

have him sit down at their feet.  

 

Now we see that James is focusing on social, economic classes of 

wealthy and poor due to the current circumstances and conflicts 

happening in the day…The Roman society in which they lived in, 

partiality was the only way to make it in life. Who you associate with 

and what they can do for you. 

But partiality can be shown for other superficial reasons: race, gender, 

level or quality of education, occupation, what part of town you live in 

or if you own property, what car you drive, or even by what church 

you attend or doctrinal stances you take, the political party you stand 

for, and the list could go on and on…  

 

Some of you may be thinking, “I don’t really show partiality to others, 

do I?” We are often blind to our sin, especially this subtle and obscure 

sin of partiality…  

 

I’ll be transparent with you all: I was unaware of how I was showing 

partiality in my own life until someone called me out on it. Here’s the 

backstory:  

I'm not much of a handyman, many of you know by now, and that 

doesn’t suit me too well as I am also a homeowner. So there are 

always things to fix and home projects to work on. And because I 

don’t have the skill or expertise, I often ask others for help. Well, my 

brother-in-law is a very handy guy and he used to live close to me and 

Renee, so I would call him up quite a bit. It got to the point that Ben 

brought me a side one day to lovingly and sensitively bring this to my 

attention. He asked me, “Connor, do you just want to have me over so 

that I can help you with something rather than just hanging out as 

brothers and friends?” 

Basically he was saying, “Do you love me for who I am or just for 

what I can offer you?” That was hard to hear… But I am grateful for 

his willingness to call me out and to trust the Spirit to convict me of 

my sinful and selfish motives that were partial to him for what he 

could do for me.  

So I needed to confess my sin, ask for his forgiveness, and seek to 

build his trust and restore our relationship purely based on the bond we 

share through marriage, and even more so through the bond we share 

in Christ. 

 

The sin of partiality is not usually on the “top 10” sins that people 

would admit they struggle with or confess on a daily basis. 



And likewise, we often don't think of God's impartiality making the 

“top 10” list of God’s attributes and characteristics. But God’s 

impartiality is a key attribute to Who God is!  

 

Look with me at the Scriptures that highlight the impartiality of God. 

In the Old Testament we read in 2 Chronicles 19:7, “There is no 

injustice with the LORD our God, or partiality or taking bribes.” 

(ESV) 

 

And in the New Testament in Acts 10:34–35, Peter confesses:  

“Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 

nation anyone who fears Him and does what is right is 

acceptable to Him.” (ESV)  

 

For God to be impartial means that He makes pure judgements based 

on His holy character and upon the inner character of man, so he is not 

swayed by social status, race, looks, or abilities.  

 

And because God is impartial, He calls His people to the same 

standard of impartiality based on His character and ways: 

 

Leviticus 19:15 God commands: 

“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to 

the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you 

judge your neighbor.” 

 

And simply put in Proverbs 24:23: “Partiality in judging is not good.” 

(ESV) 

 

Furthermore, we find these commands against partiality in the New 

Testament, the main one in our text today in James 2, but also from the 

mouth of Jesus in John 7:24, “Do not judge by appearances, but judge 

with right judgment.” 

Overwhelmingly, the call in God’s Word is to not be partial in our 

dealings with each other based on external reasons, but rather follow 

the true, just, and fair judgments of God.  

 

Pastor Ty put it this way in our study together: “Partiality is an evil sin 

because it misses plumbline of God's character.” 

And not only is partiality contradictory to our faith, but partiality 

makes improper distinctions and reveals evil motives in the heart, as 

verse 4 goes on to say,  

2. Partiality makes improper distinctions and reveals evil motives 

in the heart (v. 4) 

“have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and 

become judges with evil thoughts?” (ESV)  

 

What is wrong with this treatment of the rich and the poor? Clearly, 

improper distinctions have been made that tears down the dignity, 

worth, and value each human deserves being made in the image of 

God. By doing this, we become judges led by evil motives. We are 

basically usurping God’s authority here and saying that we are in 

charge and will decide who is in and who is out.  

 

And these distinctions can be made in so many sinful ways, even at a 

young age too! This week at the playground, I heard an older kid speak 

down upon a younger kid, saying, “Only big kids allowed!”  

Why was partiality shown? For reasons based on age and maturity.  

And what did that cause? Distinctions were made among the older 

between the younger… And the little kids were left out.  

Obviously, there are places where proper distinctions are important to 

keep, such as at the pool where only those who are able to swim 

should be allowed to be in the deep end.  

 

In order to get us back on track with where true faith begins, we need 

to start at the foot of the cross and remain there, as the saying goes, 

“The ground is level at the foot of the cross.”  

This goes back to James 1:9-11 where the lowly brother and the rich 

brother are brought to an equal place of boasting only in their identity 

in Christ. But partiality splits the family of God apart…  

This should not be the case for Christians! Doriani, in his commentary, 

makes this excellent point,  

“In the gospel, God honors every son and daughter who 

believes in Him. The church is a family, not a club, and 

favoritism has no place in a family. When we love and receive 

all kinds of people, it shows that God's ways are becoming our 

ways, for God loves the poor. We emulate God's character and 

obey His will when we refuse to play favorites.” 



So to sum up James’ first two arguments against partiality: Partiality 

contradicts true faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore makes 

improper distinctions that reveals evil motives in the heart. 

 

Let’s take this a step further with James’ third argument against 

partiality, in that partiality does not honor those whom God has chosen 

to honor, found in verses 5-6a:  

3. Partiality does not honor those whom God has chosen to honor 

(v. 5-6a). 

“Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who 

are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 

kingdom, which He has promised to those who love him? But 

you have dishonored the poor man.” 

 

James is making an appeal from the heart, calling them BELOVED 

brothers and sisters, reminding them, again, of his dear, dear affection 

and love. And probably because he deeply cares about what he is 

about to say and wants them to pay close attention, saying: 

LISTEN, LOOK, REMEMBER how God has chosen to be generous in 

His choosing of the poor in the world! These are the people who are 

not only physically poor, but spiritually poor who recognize their great 

need for God to provide for them. They are bowed low to the dust, and 

this is how God chooses to treat them. He makes them rich in faith and 

heirs of His kingdom, which He has promised to those who love Him.  

 

Why would God do this? There is absolutely no way the poor can 

return the favor or bring any merit to their salvation. This is pure, 

undefiled treatment out of God’s compassionate heart to call and elect 

and choose the poor in the world: Psalm 72:12 

 

 “For He delivers the needy when he calls, 

  the poor and him who has no helper.” (ESV) 

 

And in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, how does He start the 

Beatitudes? Blessed are the… poor in spirit! How blessed and how 

happy are the poor in spirit because theirs is the kingdom of heaven! 

What a promise of grace!  

They simply have nothing to bring to God, and God looks down on 

them with pure love and grace that expects nothing in return.  

It makes me think of the precious lyrics of The Rock of Ages:  

“Nothing in my hand I bring, 

simply to the cross I cling; 

naked, come to Thee for dress; 

helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

foul, I to the Fountain fly; 

wash me, Savior, or I die.” 

 

Do you see how God has treated the poor in the world, making them 

His treasured possession and heirs of His kingdom!  

Why would you show such contempt and dishonor to the kinds of 

people that God has lavished His riches and favor upon?  

 

You see, partiality does not honor those whom God has chosen to 

honor.  

And to add on top of that, James makes the fourth argument against 

partiality showing how partiality chooses to honor those who dishonor 

God in verses 6b-7.  

4. Partiality chooses to honor those who dishonor God (vv. 6b-7) 

“Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who 

drag you into court? Are they not the ones who blaspheme the 

honorable name by which you were called?” (ESV) 

 

Now James is getting in their face and asking them these pointed 

questions, bringing to their attention just how foolish partiality is to 

honor the rich who are oppressing them in the first place… 

 

The rich back then, and still today, use their power and influence to 

oppress others only to get richer. The rich were the only ones who 

could afford to own land, and the poor would lease the land to work it 

and make little profits. The rich could raise the interest rates and 

charge hefty fines so that the poor had a difficult time to pay, putting 

them in a bind that the rich would take advantage of their desperate 

situation, by dragging them into court to squeeze out every nickel and 

dime and penny for them to pay them back.  

 

And this evil cycle of the oppressors and the oppressed has continued 

to this day.  

 



Why would you honor those who oppress you?  

 

And to make evils worse, these rich nonbelievers are blaspheming the 

honorable name of God by which believers are called.  

 

Why would you honor those who defy and dishonor God’s honorable 

name?  

 

Now James bolsters his argument against partiality in verses 8-11 by 

appealing to the law of God, in that, 

5. Partiality does not fulfill the royal law, and therefore is 

breaking all of God’s law (vv. 8-11) 

“If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, 

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 

But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 

convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the 

whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 

For He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not 

murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you 

have become a transgressor of the law. (ESV) 

 

James is raising the bar here to show how partiality falls short of the 

perfect standard of God’s royal law of love, basically saying that if 

you truly loved your neighbor as yourself, I would not need to be 

writing this to you. But since your life is stained by this sin of 

partiality, which is the opposite of love, you will be held accountable 

by God for your sin.  

 

It doesn't matter if you think you're fulfilling the law in every other 

way. You may deceive yourself by thinking that you can pick and 

choose which rules to follow. Or you may deceive yourself thinking 

that since you have not committed any “great” sins like adultery or 

murder, you will be let off the hook at God’s judgement… But God 

requires perfection to His whole unified law. 

 

So let me bring you back to the picture I started with in my 

introduction. If you are a sailor on a ship, and if you think, “Oh, I don't 

have any big holes like murder or adultery. That little hole of partiality 

is so small that it won’t harm me. I can patch it up with good works. 

God will accept me if only I outweigh the bad with the good I can do. 

That is a lie from the pit of hell, only drawing you down to that very 

judgment. Every transgression against God makes you a transgressor 

liable to eternal judgment. And, certainly, the waters of God's 

judgment will plunge you down only to experience God’s furious 

wrath forever and ever. 

 

That is the serious judgment James is bringing to bear on our souls 

right now. And if we remain in our sin, no matter how great or small, 

like the sin of partiality, this will lead to destruction.  

And to make the matters even heavier, James has one more argument 

to put the final nail in the coffin against partiality, saying partiality 

does not show mercy, and therefore receives no more mercy, 

according to the first part of verse 13: 

6. Partiality does not show mercy, and therefore receives no mercy 

(v. 13a) 

“For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no 

mercy.” (ESV) 

 

The warning is stark: “Judgment is without mercy to one who has 

shown no mercy.” James’s language mirrors the stern warning of the 

master at the end of Jesus’ parable of the unmerciful servant in 

Matthew 18:32-35: 

 

“Then his master summoned him and said to him, “You wicked 

servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 

me. And should not you have had mercy on your fellow 

servant, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his master 

delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So 

also My heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do 

not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

 

You see how partiality not only hurt others by not extending mercy to 

them, but the person who does such will receive the greater harm on 

judgement day, receiving no mercy.    

 

This is serious. And that is why James has been imploring the church 

to heed these warnings and repent of their sin of partiality. This 

brought me again to be convicted of my own sin of partiality, which 



led me to confess to the Lord in a prayer that I wrote out, and I would 

like to model this prayer of confession to share with you. If you feel 

the Spirit’s conviction, please pray in your heart with me:  

“O Lord, please deliver me from this wicked sin of partiality that is 

driven by my evil thoughts and motives to make improper distinctions 

based on external appearances of others.  

Please create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me! Help me, rather, to see people as You see others being 

made in Your image to receive proper dignity and worth in Your eyes. 

Thank You for Your mercy in Christ. Amen.” 

 

Now that we have heeded James’ 6 arguments against partiality, how 

then shall we live and respond? James gives us his final plea for 

Christians to live victoriously in the freedom of Christ’s mercy in 

verses 12-13. 

7. Live victoriously in the freedom of Christ’s mercy (vv. 12-13) 

“So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the 

law of liberty. For judgment is without mercy to one who has 

shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.” (ESV) 

 

How can the law be a law of liberty unless it has been fulfilled by 

another? We certainly have not and cannot live up to God’s perfect 

standard, as we have just seen in the previous verses. So who can? 

ONLY JESUS CHRIST, the Perfect Son of God and Son of Man! 

Jesus is our only hope! He fulfilled the entire law, by loving God and 

loving His neighbor without any partiality, by speaking and acting in a 

manner that pleased God completely!  

 

He took on our punishment and judgment on the cross, though He did 

not transgress any fraction of the law deserving of death. He died in 

our place and rose victoriously from the grave to show God’s abundant 

mercy to us, making a way for us to be brought into a life-giving 

relationship when we lay down all our sin, all our pride, all our shame, 

and simply cry out to Jesus to save us according to His abundant 

mercy!   

Listen to Titus 3:4-7 that speaks of God's mercy in Christ: 

 

 

 

Titus 3:4–7: 

 

“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 

appeared, He saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by the washing 

of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom He 

poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that 

being justified by His grace we might become heirs according 

to the hope of eternal life. (ESV) 

 

God is merciful to save you, but do not keep His mercy to yourself, 

only to abuse God's mercy and be hostile and wicked towards your 

fellow brother or sister, but rather be a channel and conduit of God's 

mercy to others!  

 

So… How can we be channels of God's abundant mercy?  

1. Be inviting, welcoming, and hospitable to all kinds of people for the 

glory of God (Romans 15:1-7) 

Romans 15:7: “Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the glory of God.” (ESV) Here are some ideas: 

- Linger after church and talk to someone you haven’t talked to 

before.  

- Open your home to others. We all need to eat, so make room 

for others at the table. This is a great way to show hospitality, 

especially those who might not be able to return the favor.  

- Pastor Ty made this remark: Affections are driven by the 

depth of our relationship with others. It is easier to show 

partiality to those we don't know, but it is harder to show 

partiality to those we have built deep, loving relationships with.  

- Join a Life Group this fall to build these types of rel.! 

 

2. Be forgiving and strive for peace in your relationships (James 3:17-

18) 

 This is true wisdom lived out according to James 3:17–18 

“But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 

gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial 

and sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by 

those who make peace.” (ESV) 



- When you get close to people, especially your brothers and 

sisters surrounding you this morning, you are bound to sin 

against each other. The power of mercy and love can cover a 

multitude of sins! There is sweet freedom found in seeking 

reconciliation and peace with one another, because of the unity 

we share in Christ. 

 

3. Be caring and compassionate in word and action. 

- When you see someone in need, do something about it!  

- Encourage someone with a timely, good word. 

Prov. 12:25 was the Verse of the Day a few days ago: 

“Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs him down, but a good 

word makes him glad.”  

Many of you have built me up with good words to 

cheer my soul when my heart was heavy with anxieties 

to make it to this day. THANK YOU & PRAISE GOD 

for HIS ABUNDANT MERCY! 

 

Do you see how powerful and life-giving the mercy of Christ is?!  

The fountain of God's mercy is the spring of life-giving water that 

flows into our transformed hearts to overflow with the mercies of 

Christ.  

 

We just need to keep drinking from His fountain of mercy, so that we 

will not run dry! To feed off Chris’ analogy last week, “living things 

need constant nourishment to stay alive,” so keep drinking of God’s 

mercy and let His mercy flow through your life!  

As we sang in Great is Thy Faithfulness,  

“All I have needed, Thy hand hath provided.” 

 

Where partiality says, “I don't have enough, I need more. I see that 

person has something that I want, so I will favor him over that other 

person who appears to have nothing good to offer me.”  

 

Listen to how Mercy speaks:  

Mercy says, “I have everything I need and more, because I have 

experienced the mercies of Christ who has taken on the judgment I 

deserve and has given me eternal life and heavenly riches that I don’t 

deserve. So I can offer this kind of mercy to others because the 

mercies of Christ are endless.”  

 

So, if indeed you are in Christ, being grafted into the True Vine, you 

have His mercy flowing through your veins, so that your faith will be 

proven to be genuine, because you overflow with His triumphant 

mercy that conquers the sin of partiality, and, in fact, all your sin that 

you struggle against. Our sins they are many, His mercy is more! 

Praise the Lord! So, church, let us live victoriously in the freedom of 

Christ’ mercy! Let us pray: 

  

“O God, You have been so merciful to us. We deserve Your wrath 

because of our sin, but You have poured out Your judgement upon 

Your Holy Son, Jesus Christ, and You have lavished us with Your 

mercy and grace. We thank You for Your great faithfulness. 

Keep us in Your love and send us out to share Your mercies with 

others this week to build Your kingdom through us for the honor of 

our great King Jesus. Amen.”  

 

Church, let’s stand together and sing to the Lord of Glory!  


