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Good morning.  This is special for us to be with you this morning.  I want to 

take this opportunity to thank you for your faithful support and for your praying for 

us.  You are a great encouragement to us.  Because of you, Camp Karis is alive and 

reaching kids for Christ.  Because of you, people are coming to the Lord and 

churches are being planted.  Thank you for partnering with us in our ministry. 

It is good to be here at Trinity this morning and to be able to share with you 

from God’s Word and to share what God is doing in our lives.  For those of you 

who don’t know us, I am Dick Persons, and this is my wife, Gloria, your 

missionaries to the Philippines. 

We arrived in the US in July.  Before we left the Philippines to come back to 

the US, we didn’t know where we could store our things.  You see, our landlord’s 

parents who live here in the US were planning on retiring in the house that we 

were renting.  So, we looked for a house where we could move, but without 

success for five months! 

We didn’t know how we would be able move our things.  I hurt my back 

lifting a heavy sack of crushed rock the day before the super typhoon on December 

16th and I am not allowed to do any heavy lifting.  Three weeks before we came 

back to the US, I had a herniated disc that caused my sciatic nerve flare up with 

pain that ran down from my hip through my leg and into my foot.  NO LIFTING!  

This also meant that I could not make any speaking appointments as I was told that 

I needed back surgery when I arrived in the US. 

In fact, we didn’t know how we would get to MN from Chicago as my 

cousin, Vance, who was going to give us a ride, came down with covid and an 

infection and was in the hospital.  We didn’t even know where we would stay in 

the US!  That is why we prayed and asked God for His help.  I was excited to see 

how He would answer. 

At the right time, God gave us a place to store our things for free!  At the 

right time God gave us a place to stay in the US for free!  At the right time, God 

gave us five strong young men to move our things to storage. (But we did pay 

them.) ����  It is amazing how good God is!  How perfect is His timing.  (Thrilling.)  
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If it were not for all the roadblocks in our path, we would not have seen how 

wonderful His provisions were! 

In our passage that we are going to look at this morning, James addresses the 

wealthy businessmen who were bragging about their plans to go on a trip and make 

money without taking God’s will into account. 

Disregard or disinterest in God’s will is a mark of pride.  It’s like saying, “I 

am the master or sovereign ruler of my life.”   

James addresses 

A.  Three negative responses to God’s will” 

1. Arrogantly Ignoring God’s will.  James 4:13-14 

(Effectively denying God and His will.) 

13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that 

city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 

 vs 13 “Now listen” is a harsh disapproval of what they were doing.  

It is like a persistent saying, “Listen up!”  The only other place this is 

used in the New Testament is a few verses later in 5:1  

“Now listen, you rich people” 

 He is writing to those who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this 

or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 

Is it wrong to plan to make money? No, James is talking about 

people who constantly live their lives autonomously without taking 

God’s will into consideration.  They brag about their plans as if He 

didn’t exist.  James’s example comes from the many Jewish 

businessmen scatter around the Roman world who looked for 

successful markets to do their trade. 

I would like to point out that it is okay to strategize to succeed 

in business, but they left God out of the equation.  It was all “I will.”   

They choose their own time (Today or tomorrow).  

They choose their own place (we will go to this or that city). 

They choose their own length of stay (spend a year there). 

They choose their own occupation (carry on business). 

They choose their own objectives (make money). 
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These are people who are arrogantly planning their lives and 

future without any thought of God and His sovereignty.  James is not 

condemning the desire to make money, but he is condemning their 

arrogant boasting and disregard of God who is all wise, all powerful 

and in control of their lives.  Their occupation wasn’t evil, but their 

plans had become secular. 

It is like the parable that Jesus told in Luke 12:16-21.   

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man 

yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I 

do?  I have no place to store my crops.’ 

18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do.  I will tear down my barns and 

build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain.  19 And I’ll 

say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years.  Take 

life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” 

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very night your life will be 

demanded from you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for 

yourself?’ 

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for 

themselves but is not rich toward God.” 

In the context of this passage, we can see that this rich fool was 

greedy and was not considering God or the brevity of his life.  He was 

only thinking about his temporary pleasure. 

We need to be careful that we do not get caught up with the things this 

world has to offer.  They are temporary and can distract us from doing 

what God wants us to do. 

James cautions us that  

Leaving God out of our plans is foolish for 2 reasons: 

a. We don’t know the future.  James 4:14a 

Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow.  

What is your life?   

Prov. 27:1 says, “Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know 

what a day may bring.”  
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You have limited control over your circumstances or future.  

And when you leave God out of your plans and ignore the benefits 

of seeking His will, you will miss His provision for your life.   

Prov. 3:5-6 Trust in the LORD with all your heart  

and lean not on your own understanding;  

6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths 

straight. 

What a promise!  When you trust God and ask Him to take 

the lead, you won’t go wrong!  You may have to make some 

adjustments, but it will be worth it.  Don’t leave God out of your 

plans.  He knows the future!  He is in control.  

b.  Life is temporary, it is short. 

14b You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.   

When you get older, you realize how short life is.  Because life is 

so short, it is unwise to live and plan without God’s guidance and 

God’s power.  1Peter 1:24 says, 

“All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of 

the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall 

We don’t know the future and life is fragile and short, it is foolish 

to arrogantly disregard God’s will and live as if God and His will 

did not exist. 

The first negative response to God’s will is Arrogantly Ignoring God’s will.   

The next negative response to God’s will is: 

2. Arrogance of Rejecting God’s will. 

(Putting yourself above God instead of accepting His will.)    James 4:16 

As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes.  All such boasting is evil. 

James 3:13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it 

by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 

Boasting is the opposite of humility.  The question is, “Who are you 

boasting in or rejoicing in?”  Yourself or in God?  This boasting is evidence of 
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the pride of life.  Sometimes Christians are guilty of ignoring God’s will in 

favor of their own desires or arrogant schemes.  And then they boast about it.   

It’s interesting that this word “arrogant” comes from the Greek word 

“alazoneia” that means “empty, braggart talk.”  This word was sometimes used to 

describe swindlers who traveled around selling fake goods.  It is like bragging 

about something you don’t have.  James is saying that this is what they were 

doing, boasting in their arrogant schemes.  He says, “All such boasting is evil.”  

The attitude of these arrogant businesspeople demonstrates what James was 

writing about earlier in this chapter in verse 4 about being “a friend of the 

world” by following worldly practices.  “Don’t you know that friendship with 

the world means enmity against God?  Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a 

friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.” 

There are three negative responses to God’s will: 

a. Ignore God’s will: To live as if God did not exist. 

b. Reject God’s will: To acknowledge God’s will, but not make it as 

valuable as your plans.  In other words, to put yourself, your goals, and 

your will above God’s will. 

3.  Sin of Disobeying God’s will   James 4:17 

If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it,  

it is sin for them. 

They know the need but do nothing.  They disobey: They acknowledge 

God’s existence and the importance of His will but disobey it anyway.  Here 

we find the rich bragging about themselves instead of acting in humility and 

in submission to God’s will.   

This is the idea of chapter 2 that stressed practical religion and helping the 

disadvantaged.   

James 2:16 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food.  

If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,”  

but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 

It is like what Jesus described in the parable of the Sower and the seed that 

fell among the thorns. Luke 8:14 
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The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on 

their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do 

not mature.  

Our tendency is to be concerned about the problems around us: doing this or 

doing that.  Our focus is on having enough money to be able to do what you 

want to do.  Pleasure has become a priority to most people today whether it 

is gaming for young people, or an all-consuming hobby or even something 

that is controlling you.  Money and enjoyment are not wrong in themselves, 

but if they keep us from obeying God, if they keep us from doing what we 

should do, or from maturing, it becomes a sin. 

If you know God’s will, you are responsible to obey it.  If you don’t do what 

you know God wants you to do, that is sin.  Just leaving God out of your 

plans is sin!  This sin of omission is more serious than the other two 

negative responses.  Speaking of their boasting, makes me think of their 

need to tame their tongues.  They were disobeying God’s will by boasting 

and not taming their tongues. 

 Jesus said in Luke 12:47-48 “The servant who knows the master’s 

will and does not get ready or does not do what the master wants will be 

beaten with many blows. 48 But the one who does not know and does things 

deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows.  From everyone who 

has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has 

been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”  

What has God commanded us to do?  Like the greatest commandments or 

the Great Commission.  Are you obeying God? 

The three negative responses are Ignoring God’s will, Rejecting God’s will and 

Disobeying God’s will.           

B.  Positive response to God’s will: James 4:15 

Instead, you ought to say,  

“If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.”   

This is acknowledging the sovereignty of God and obeying the will of God.  

Which is generally a mark of the true believers.  God’s will is essential in all 

our plans.  In fact, doing His will is … an act of worship. (Rom.12:1-2) 

Doing God’s will is a sign of a true believe.  Matt 7:21¶ 
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“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  

Pray like Jesus taught, “your kingdom come, your will be done.” 

Is that the way you pray, or do you just have a wish list for God when you pray?  

(Maybe your prayer is, “My kingdom come, my will be done.”)   

Your obedience to God’s will ought to come from your heart.   

Jesus said in John 14:15 “If you love me, keep my commands.  Do you love Jesus? 

By the way, if you say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” 

Don’t repeat this as just a cliché but mean it, from your heart.  It is not just as a 

lucky charm or a pious saying.  It should be from your heart.   

These businesspeople had their purpose, place, goals, and reward.  Good 

planning.  But they failed to consider God’s part in their plans and the importance 

of helping the less advantaged.  But they did boast about what they would get.    

Examine yourself this morning.  What is your response to God’s will? 

1. Are you so focused on your own plans today that you are ignoring God’s will?  

2. Or maybe you are rejecting His will because His will is not as important to you 

as your own wants and desires.  

3. Or are you disobeying His will by knowing what you should do,  

but you are not doing it.   

If any of these are true for you (and it can happen to any of us) 

it is time to refocus on what is truly important, God’s will. 

We can honor God in many ways.  Through using honest business practices, 

even showing mercy to those who we do business with or to our employees rather 

than only focusing on profit.  Scripture is also clear that we should care for the 

orphans and widows.   

 Col 3:17 States it well:  

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all 

 in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

I want to encourage you.  There are good examples of people who held to 

these principles, and they had very successful lives.  People like Milton Hershey, 

LeTourneau, James Kraft and many others.  God honored them for putting Him 

first.  When we are given much, much is required.  Let’s pray.  


