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Last week we saw in vss. 1-6 how James spoke an unrelenting word of 

judgment upon the wicked oppressors of his day for their oppression of the 

poor. He charged them with 1) vain and wasteful hoarding, 2) fraudulent 

oppression of the poor, 3) unrestrained self-indulgence, and 4) ruthless, 

violent injustice. James spoke these words of divine condemnation not to 

warn the wicked to repent but comfort the poor suffering Christians under 

their oppression with the promise that divine justice would be served and 

they would be vindicated and delivered in the end.  

 

As we turn to vss. 7-12 today, we are going to unpack this message of 

comfort to the church as James exhorts them to patiently endure their 

affliction until the Lord’s return.  

 

In light of what we’ve already seen in chapter 5, the big picture of today’s 

message in vss. 7-12 is this: Because God will be faithful to administer 

justice to the wicked, we can patiently endure affliction as we await 

Christ’s return, knowing that God’s purposes will result in compassion and 

mercy for the righteous.  

 

In light of God’s coming judgment on the wicked, James instructs us how to 

live in the face of injustice and affliction in 3 ways:  

 

1. We must patiently await the coming of Christ by strengthening our 

hearts for His return (James 5:7-8).  

 

[vs. 7-8] The word “therefore” in vs. 7 points us back to the context of vss. 

1-6. That is, we cannot understand the full force of vs. 7 without the weight 

of vss. 1-6 which were a pronouncement of woe, a sentence of 

condemnation on the wicked who were using their wealth to oppress the 

poor, driving them to poverty and death. James assures us that God’s justice 

will come to the wicked who have fattened their hearts for the day of 

slaughter when Christ returns to judge the living and the dead. The impact 

of this message of justice and judgment for the wicked is encouragement 

and hope for the poor believers who have been suffering under their 

tyranny. The essence is this: God’s righteous judgment is inescapable for the 

wicked, therefore God’s suffering people can patiently endure in the hope of 

Christ’s return because divine justice will be served.  

 

And so James encourages these poor, suffering believers to be patient, 

knowing with certainty that the return of Christ will be their vindication and 

deliverance. Patient endurance is the theme of this passage. James uses the 

word patience 4x’s, the word endurance twice and the word wait once.  

 

Whenever we go through suffering of any kind, it seems long. And especially 

if our suffering is the result of an injustice toward us. So, how long are we to 

be patient? James says, until the coming of the Lord. In other words, don’t 

grow faint-hearted as though justice will never come and don’t seek to take 

revenge into your own hands. Strengthen your hearts knowing that the 

coming of the Lord is at hand, which means there is an appointed time of 

divine vindication and deliverance.  

 

But in what sense is His coming near (vs. 8)? Thousands of years have 

passed since James wrote these words. Well, we can’t know the exact 

timing of Christ’s return, but we do know that we are living in the last days 

and the witness of the NT is that the next major event on the calendar of 

redemptive history is the return of Christ. James is calling us to live in the 

hope and readiness of that day.  

 

To illustrate the patience we are to exhibit, James draws our attention to 

the farmer who “waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient 

about it, until it gets the early and late rains” (7). The farmer must be 

patient because he does not have the power to expediate the progress of 

the crops. He has to wait for the crops to grow and mature before they can 

be harvested.  

 

Yet notice, the farmer’s patience is not a passive waiting. Rather, he actively 

works toward the harvest that he cannot hasten. He weeds, he fertilizes, he 

prepares his tools or machinery. In the same way, we must actively 

strengthen our faith and live our lives with readiness for His return.  

 



So, what does it mean to be patient under affliction?  Let me offer a few 

suggestions: 

 Being patient under affliction means standing firm against the 

influence of evil that presses against us. This calls for a resilient spirit 

that is not easily overwhelmed. How? Well, God uses small irritations 

as training ground to grow patience for greater trials. Slow traffic or 

a tardy spouse is not just a mere irritant. You need it! You need 

opportunities to grow patience and resilience. This is why children 

need parents to say, “no,” so they can learn to live with 

disappointment and not develop a soft character or hardened 

independence. We need a holy tenacity. Patiently enduring afflictions 

prevents us from growing soft. God is using the afflictions we face to 

grow us in faith and faithfulness.  

 

 Being patient under affliction means not seeking personal revenge 

but leaving ultimate justice in the hands of God when human 

justice cannot be achieved. Sometimes we can help justice be 

achieved and sometimes it is beyond our reach. But avoiding 

conflict is not a means of patience. Passivity or stoicism in the face 

of evil is not patience. The Bible calls us to take a stand for justice 

(particularly for the vulnerable), and yet we must not forget that 

our natural inclination is not toward patience, but toward 

vindication and vengeance.  

 

Remember what Paul wrote in Romans 12: “Never take your own 

revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is 

written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. But if your 

enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for 

in so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head [not a picture 

of judgment but of repentance]. Do not be overcome by evil, but 

overcome evil with good.” 

 

 Being patient under affliction means submission of the whole soul 

to the will of God (Thomas Manton).1 We’re talking here about 

factoring the providence of God into our suffering. There may be 

times when we can take a stand for justice and times we cannot, 

but regardless we need to always recognize the providence of God 

 
1 Thomas Manton, The Crossway Classic Commentaries: James, pg. 307. 

over the trouble in our life and resolve to remain surrendered to 

God’s will. This is a heart that says, “Lord, I know that nothing comes 

into my life apart from Your hand. Give me the grace I need to be a 

good steward of these trials for my sanctification and for your 

glory.”  

 

 Being patient under affliction means remembering that any 

earthly affliction falls short of what I deserve apart from Christ. So 

often we grow impatient because we don’t believe we ‘deserve’ the 

trouble we are facing. And while we may not have provoked our 

present affliction, our suffering is always inferior to what our sins 

deserved apart from the cross of Christ. So we might simply say, 

impatience is forgetting what our sins truly deserve—eternal hell. 

Patience is the result of believing that God’s gracious mercy will 

outpace any earthly affliction. God’s justice may seem to be lagging 

behind in the moment, but it will speedily outpace us.  

 

As the farmer patiently waits for the early and late rains in vs. 7, he 

anticipates the harvest of the precious produce. As we anticipate the return 

of Christ, our eye is on heaven and our full deliverance from sin and the 

suffering of this world. Yet, just as there are early and late rains. Just as we 

can anticipate God’s justice and deliverance in the present as well as in the 

future. So God is producing fruit in our life both now and in eternity through 

our present sufferings.  

 

So what fruit might we anticipate God is producing in our lives now through 

our present afflictions? James began his letter by exhorting us to count it all 

joy when we encounter various trials because the testing of our faith 

produces endurance and maturity (James 1:2-4). Furthermore, Peter tells us 

that trials result in proven faith (1Pet 1:7), and Paul encourages us that our 

afflictions result in perseverance, proven character, and hope (Rom 5:3-5). 

Knowing that God is working out His good purposes in our lives through our 

affliction enables us to strengthen our hearts as we patiently await Christ’s 

return.  

 
The second way James calls us to live in the face of injustice and affliction is by refraining… 

2. We must refrain from provoking God’s judgment with sinful 

speech (James 5:9, 12).  (A call to godly integrity) 



 

[Vs. 9] At first vs. 9 may seem to be an interruption to the theme of patient 

endurance, yet we all know that affliction often takes its toll on our 

relationships. We know from chapter 4 that conflict had become a reality in 

the church, conflict that was probably intensified by their poverty and 

suffering. We also know they especially struggled with sinning against each 

other with their words (3:1-12). This is now the second time James 

specifically addresses judging one another with their words. Recall [4:11-

12]. 

 

James makes it very clear that grumbling or complaining against one 

another with a critical spirit makes us vulnerable to the discipline of the 

Lord. God takes grumbling very seriously, especially when our grumbling 

flows out of a heart of unbelief. It cost the Israelites 40 years in the 

wilderness. When we grumble against one another, we grumble against an 

image-bearer of God and we are contradicting the way God relates to us 

with grace.  

 

What I want to draw to your attention in vs. 9 is that the very Judge that is 

standing right at the door, ready to hold believers to account, is the same 

Judge that will bring justice to bear against the wicked in vss. 1-6. In 

essence, James is saying, “don’t provoke God’s justice as the wicked do.” 

When Christ returns, He will not only judge the wicked but He will also hold 

believers accountable for how they have lived. James is calling us to live our 

lives consistent with the gracious deliverance that Christ is bringing to us 

rather than His coming judgment on the wicked. To be clear, believers “will 

not face God’s wrath on judgment day”—His wrath has been expended at 

the cross—"but we will face God’s assessment of every word and every 

deed" (Mt 12:34-37; 2Cor 5:10).2 

 

As we patiently await the coming of Christ, we must remember that the 

very members of the body that we are tempted to criticize or judge with our 

words, are the members that God has entrusted to us to help and 

encourage on to maturity in their faith and character.  

 

 
2 Daniel Doriani, Reformed Expository Commentary: James, pg. 181. 

Now jump down to verse 12 where we see yet another warning about 

provoking God with our words. [vs. 12] This is a prohibition against making 

promises that we don’t intend to keep. You can imagine how tempting this 

would be with your creditors when you are struggling to feed your family as 

these believers were.  

 

We know from Matthew 5 that the Pharisees of Jesus’ day had developed a 

complex system of lying through oath-taking. Hence Jesus said, “Do not 

swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is 

His footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not 

swear by your head…. Simply let your ‘yes’ be ‘yes’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No’; 

anything beyond this comes from the evil one (Matt. 5:33-37). 

How this worked was that “some rabbis had begun to teach that an oath 

was not binding if it omitted God’s name…. Therefore, if you swore by your 

own life or by someone else’s life or some other object, but avoided 

mentioning or alluding to the name of God, you were not bound.”3 The 

whole point is that they were making promises they never intended to keep, 

and therefore they sacrificed their integrity on the altar of lies.  

Ironically James is warning the church to not fall into the very breaches of 

integrity of the wicked in vss. 1-6 who had hired laborers but didn’t follow 

through on their promise to pay. James is warning the church against 

provoking God’s judgment in the same way the wicked have. It is better to 

have integrity and wait for God’s intervening justice, than to suffer discipline 

along side the judgment of the wicked.  

 

Patience in affliction means consistently doing what is right, like speaking 

honorably to one another and keeping our promises, even when it is costly.  

 

Finally, James calls us to respond to injustice and affliction by faithfully… 

3. We must faithfully endure the road of affliction, knowing the final 

destination is one of blessing (James 5:10-11). 

 

[vs. 10-11] Having exhorted us to patient endurance, James now turns our 

attention to two positive examples of enduring affliction without 

3 Kent Hughes, James: Faith That Works (Preaching the Word series), pg. 246. 



compromising righteousness. First, he calls us to consider the OT prophets. 

The prophets spoke in the name of the Lord, that is, they spoke on behalf of 

God. Yet, their message was often unpopular with the wayward people and 

so they were persecuted for their message. Yet they continued to faithfully 

herald God’s message, knowing that God’s purposes would stand. Micah 

was imprisoned, Jeremiah thrown in a Dungeon, and Isaiah was sawn in 

half.4 Yet we consider them blessed because they endured their affliction 

without compromising God’s mission.  

 

By the way, I mentioned earlier that patiently enduring affliction is not mere 

passivity. The prophets are a good example of this. They consistently and 

sharply denounced injustices around them, often at great personal cost. Yet 

they never usurped God’s role by seeking personal vengeance, but waited 

for God to ultimately serve justice.  

 

The second example James calls us to consider is that of Job. While the 

prophets suffered for doing what was right yet were considered blessed in 

the end, so Job suffered as a righteous man but was also blessed in the end. 

Most of us are familiar with Job’s plight. He went from being the richest 

man in the east to losing everything—all of his wealth was destroyed, his 10 

children died, his health was severely impoverished, and his friends proved 

to be antagonistic. Job’s affliction was the result of Satan’s attack yet none 

of his suffering was apart from the governing hand of God. However, Job 

could not see behind the scenes to understand why his righteousness was 

being repaid with affliction.  

 

The story of Job is about trusting in the goodness and sovereignty of God 

even when life doesn’t make sense. It’s about recognizing that the world in 

which we live is much more complicated that we can see with our physical 

eyes. There is an accuser seeking to undermine the genuineness of our faith 

and there is a sovereign God who is compassionate and merciful enough to 

allow us to suffer for a little while so that our faith can be tested and proven 

for eternity.  

 
4 Manton, 315.  
5 Kent Huges, James: Faith That Works (Preaching the Word series), pg. 239.  

In the midst of his suffering, Job was not passive. He cursed the day of his 

birth, argued with his friends, insisted upon his innocence, questioned God, 

complained to God and he essentially demanded that God explain things he 

could not comprehend. Yet when he was confronted by the Lord for his 

pride, he quickly humbled himself. Through all of his struggling, Job never 

forsook his faith in God—he struggled, but he patiently endured. “Though 

He slay me, yet I will hope in Him” (Job 13:15)—this is the cry of proven faith 

in the furnace of affliction! 

 

Kent Hughes captures what an encouragement it is for us to know that “God 

does not expect stoic perseverance in the midst of trials. He knows we are 

clay. He understands tears. He accepts our questions. But He does demand 

that we recognize our finiteness and acknowledge there are processes at 

work beyond our comprehension. A plan far bigger than us is moving 

toward completion. And God demands that we, like Job, hold on to our faith 

and hope in God.”5 

 

In the end, Job was blessed by God. His wealth was restored, he had more 

children, but the true climax of his blessing was a new and intimate 

awareness of the majesty and power of God with the stunning revelation 

that God’s purposes (even those that come through affliction) flow out of 

His heart of compassion and mercy. God will not ultimately leave His 

children in their affliction! He may deliver us now, He may deliver us when 

we die, or He may deliver us when He returns, but He will not leave us in 

our affliction forever. “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, for 

once he has been approved he will receive the crown of life which the Lord 

has promised to those who love Him” (James 1:12). Beloved, we must not 

measure our afflictions by their degree of pain, but by their final outcome.6 

 

At the end of the day, the most important thing we must get right and cling 

to is the character of God. In Job 42:7, God rebuked Job’s friends and 

vindicated Job when He said, “you have not spoken of me what is right as 

my servant Job has.” Job knew that God was sovereign and in control. Job 

knew that God was good, though he couldn’t reconcile it with his 

6 Manton, pg. 321. 



circumstances. And in the end, Job knew beyond the shadow of a doubt that 

God’s heart is full of compassion and is merciful.  

 

Whatever affliction you are walking through, if you are child of God, your 

plight will end in a great outpouring of compassion and mercy from God 

that will prove to be infinite and eternal. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, 

be patient until the coming of the Lord!  

 

There could be no more appropriate way to conclude this message than to 

urge you to heed this warning: The return of the Lord is at hand! And when 

Jesus returns to this earth as He promised, He will judge the wicked and 

deliver the righteous to everlasting life.  

 

But if you are honest, you know that you are not righteous. You have sinned 

with your words and with you actions and with your attitudes. You have not 

loved God with all your heart but have disregarded Him. So what hope is 

there for you that God’s heart would be turned toward you with 

compassion and mercy? The good news is that Jesus bore the affliction of 

God’s wrath that our sin deserved—that’s what the cross was about. There 

Jesus fully satisfied the justice of God for our sin, having served our 

sentence so fully and completely, that God raised Him to life again. This is 

God’s heart of compassion and mercy toward you, that if you receive Jesus 

as Lord and Savior, you are forgiven your sins, reconciled to God, and 

promised eternal life. Whatever it costs you to faithfully follow Jesus in this 

life—and there will be cost—it will be miniscule in comparison to the 

inheritance that awaits you in heaven.  


