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The Title of Today’s message is “The Dawn of Mercy.” And by the way, the 

picture on the screen that depicts that title so well is a picture that Nancy 

Ruesink sent me from Arizona this week, so greetings to and from Nancy—

thanks for sharing this beauty with us! The title, “Dawn of Mercy” comes 

not only from vs. 78 where the tender mercy of God comes to us like a 

Sunrise from on high, but it is also representative of the theme of God’s 

mercy that has been developing in chapter 1.  

 

I want to take a moment at the outset of this message to show you this 

theme of mercy which captures God’s heart toward us and the very purpose 

of both Christmas and the cross. What stands behind Christmas as well as 

the cross and resurrection is God’s heart of mercy—Mercy is how He desires 

to relate to you! Luke specifically points us to God’s mercy 5 times: 

 Vs. 50: “His mercy is upon generation after generation toward those 

who fear Him.” The long-range desire of God’s heart is to show 

mercy toward those who fear Him (those who love and honor Him). 

God’s mercy is not a momentary exception to his holiness or justice. 

What is the world/history is God up to? Mercy!  

 Vs. 54: “He has given help to Israel His servant, in remembrance of 

His mercy…” (context: promise to Abraham). God keeps His 

covenant promises for the sake of demonstrating mercy to His 

people. So, the outcome of God’s faithfulness to His promises and 

His people is mercy—this is God’s heart! 

 Vs. 58: “The Lord had displayed His great mercy toward [Elizabeth].” 

Mercy has very personal application in our lives. Mercy is what God 

is doing not only in the big picture of His plan but also in the 

personal details (even the pain and disappointment) of our lives. 

Why all those painful years of barrenness? So God could show 

particular mercy.   

 Vs. 72: God raised up a horn of salvation (69) “to show mercy 

toward our fathers.” Again, like vs. 54, God keeps His covenant 

promises for the purpose of extending mercy…toward our fathers. 

Q: How is God’s present faithfulness showing mercy to forefathers 

of the past? 1) Heb concept of chesed reflected here: covenant 

faithfulness that displays lovingkindness. 2) The promises of 

salvation to our forefathers were grounded in what messiah would 

eventually do to accomplish (pay for) our redemption.  

 Vs. 78: John will give God’s people the knowledge of salvation by 

the forgiveness of sins “because of the tender mercy of our God, 

with which the sunrise from on high will visit us…” God’s salvation 

promises are not like a cold legal process—“you are entitled to this 

because it was promised regardless of God feels now.” No, 

forgiveness of sin is granted from a heart of tender mercy, a heart of 

warm compassion—not begrudgingly. This is God’s heart toward 

you!  

 

What we gather from this five-fold emphasis on mercy, is that what God is 

doing in the both the big picture and the personal details of keeping His 

promises is bringing His mercy to bear for His people.  

 

What we need to see in today’s passage is that God is working to bring His 

plan of mercy to fulfillment. Because God always does what He says, we 

can have confidence in Him to carry out His plan of mercy.  

 

Just as Mary’s psalm of praise was central to last week’s passage, so 

Zacharias’s psalm of praise is central to this weeks’ passage. But before we 

get there, the storyline in vss. 57-66 is making a distinctive point that God 

keeps his word—He is doing what He said He would. Let me show you this 

as we walk through vss. 57-66.  

 

[vs. 57] This is a direct fulfillment to what God had said He would do back in 

vs. 13: “your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son….” What God says, He does.  

 

[vs. 58] This is precisely what God had said would happen in vs. 14: “You will 

have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at His birth.” What God says, 

He ensures will happen.  

 

One additional comment on vs. 58: we could naturally translate vs. 58 as 

“the Lord magnified His mercy toward Elizabeth” (megaluno). The same 

word that we could translate magnify was used in vs. 46 when Mary exalted 



or magnified the Lord. As we saw last week, Mary and Elizabeth were 

comrades in magnifying the Lord. Those who magnify the Lord will find His 

mercy magnified toward them! God will not hold back His heart of mercy 

toward those who fear Him, those who love and honor Him.  

 

[59-63] You may recall that back in vs. 13, the Lord instructed Zacharias to 

name his son, John. God is working out His plan through the obedience of 

Zacharias and Elizabeth. And God intends to do the same in our lives. God 

intends to unfold His plan and purposes through our obedience to His 

word.   

 

[64] Remember that because of Zacharias’s unbelief in God’s message 

through the angel, he was told in vs. 20, “you shall be silent and unable to 

speak until the day when these things take place.” God is doing precisely 

what He said, until the point in time He said He would lift His discipline on 

Zacharias.  

 

[Vs. 65-66] We were told in vs. 15-17 that John would be “great in the sight 

of the Lord” and that He would have a profound influence on the people for 

the sake of godliness. And already, the circumstances surrounding John’s 

birth are encouraging the fear of God and leading the people to conclude 

that indeed the hand of the Lord was upon him. Do you see how God is 

working out precisely what He said would be?  

 

In vs. 66 the people are pondering a question about John: “What will this 

child turn out to be?” That question will be answered in Zacharias’s Psalm of 

praise (specifically in vs. 78-79). But before Zacharias addresses the 

significance of his son, he speaks of the significance of Mary’s son (68-75). 

Note from vs. 67 that Zacharias is filled with the Holy Spirit, so that the Holy 

Spirit Himself, speaking through Zacharias, is exalting Jesus ahead of (and 

above) John to emphasize the supremacy of Jesus.  

 

Zacharias begins His song of prophetic praise by celebrating what God has 

begun to do through Mary’s child—the one we call Christ/Messiah, the one 

to whom John’s life will point. We know that he is speaking of Mary’s child 

here because vs. 69 says he is a Savior from the house of David. Remember 

back in vs. 32 Mary was told that her son would be the Davidic King to reign 

over the house of Jacob forever.  

 

So Zacharias begins by praising God in [vs. 68]. God “visiting” His people 

means that He has come to their aid to redeem them—to rescue them. 

How? Vs. 69: He has “raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of 

David His servant…” What is a horn of salvation? The imagery here is that of 

an untamable, wild ox, 2000 lbs. with massive horns that can gore any foe.  

 

Psalm 92:9 says, “Your enemies, O Lord…shall perish; all evildoers shall be 

scattered. But You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox” (cf. Micah 

4:13). More specific to this context is Psalm 132:17: “I will make a horn to 

sprout for David….His enemies I will clothe with shame.” A horn, therefore, 

is a powerful deliverer to crush the wicked. Furthermore, the only two times 

in the OT when the full phrase “horn of salvation” is used, it is a reference to 

God Himself as not only our refuge but also our mighty deliverer (2Sam 

22:3; Ps 18:2).  

 

Zacharias is saying, God has sent the one promised to David as our Messiah 

to crush our wicked enemies. Furthermore, in vss. 70-71, he is the one the 

prophets spoke of who would save us from our enemies. What enemies? Its 

interesting to note that there seem to be both political and spiritual 

implications to what Zacharias is saying about God’s enemies throughout 

this psalm. Jesus would bring spiritual victory over the forces of darkness at 

the cross and at his second coming He will rule the earth with rod of iron 

and utterly overthrow world rulers and Satan. So I think it is safe to say that 

Zacharias is speaking of comprehensive victory that will ultimately be 

accomplished through Christ’s first and second coming. If Jesus will defeat 

Satan, what lesser enemy will remain standing!?  

 

In vs. 72, God has done this to show mercy toward our Fathers, that is to 

remember His covenant promises to Abraham. In Gen 22 God has promised 

Abraham that through his descendants all the nations of the earth would be 

blessed. So God is now fulfilling his promise, keeping his word, which will 

result in mercy—pouring out His lovingkindness on the world as was 

promised to Abraham.  

 



Now in vss. 74-75 Zacharias states the purpose of God’s promised 

deliverance. [74-75] We are delivered from serving our enemies so we can 

serve God without fear. There is no fear because we serve the Mighty One 

in holiness and righteousness. In other words, our hearts are right with God 

so that we don’t need to fear Him. And we don’t need to fear His enemies 

because God is the Mighty, Conquering Horn. There is no one left to fear if 

we are serving God in true holiness and righteousness. [A lifelong prayer: 

“Lord, help me desire and love that is pure and holy.” ] 

 

In light of being delivered from our enemies to serve God without fear, 

consider what Hebrews 2 says:  

“Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise 

also partook of the same, that through death He might render 

powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil; 

and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to 

slavery all their lives. For assuredly He does not give help to angels, 

but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham” (Heb 2:14-16).  

Christ delivers us from Satan, who controls with fear—specifically the fear 

of death. Or as 1John 3:8 says, “The Son of God appeared for this purpose, 

to destroy the works of the devil.” And if He delivers us from Satan, what 

lesser enemy will remain standing?  

 

This is reason for us to join in Zacharias’s spirit of praise:  

 God rest ye merry gentlemen, let nothing you dismay 

 Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day 

 To save us all from Satan’s power, when we were gone astray, 

 O, tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy! 

 

Let me just drive home the application of vss. 74-75. God saves you to serve 

Him, not just to avoid punishment. He saves you to serve Him fearlessly, 

purely, and righteously. And this is not a burden, but a blessing (1John 5:3—

“His commandments are not burdensome)! You are saved from sin and 

condemnation, but you are saved unto a new life purpose of holiness—

being set apart for God’s purposes, a life that honors Him resulting in His 

glory and your joy. When you pray for God to give you a heart that desires 

and loves what is pure and holy, you are praying for blessing, joy, and 

freedom from fear.  

 

Let me attempt to sum up what Zacharias as sung about the Christ child this 

way: Christ, our Redeemer, has come to defeat every foe and free us to 

serve God from pure hearts (Luke 1:67-75).  

 

Now Zacharias turns to answer the question about his own son’s role. What 

will John be? Vs. 76: “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most 

High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare His ways…” Here Zacharias 

is quoting Malachi 3:1 where God says He will send a messenger to clear the 

way before the Lord—to prepare God’s people to be purified before the 

great day of judgment.  

 

How will John do this? Vs. 77: “He will give to God’s people the knowledge 

of salvation by the forgiveness of sins, because of the tender mercy of our 

God…” That is, John’s preaching will make it clear that salvation comes 

through the forgiveness of sin which is only possible because of God’s heart 

of tender mercy toward sinners. So when John begins preaching, “Repent 

for the kingdom of heaven at hand,” He’s saying, “turn to God’s heart of 

tender mercy for forgiveness of sin.”  

 

And this tender mercy, according to vs. 78, is like a glorious sunrise from 

heaven. God will visit His people by causing light to break through the 

darkness. What is this light? It is the person of Jesus Himself whose birth in 

Bethlehem is the first light of Daybreak. How do we know this? Vs. 79 points 

us back to an OT promise from Isaiah 9:2 which says, “The people who walk 

in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land (lit. the 

shadow of death), the light will shine on them.”  

 

What is this light in Isaiah 9? Vs. 6 reveals it is a child of promise: “For a child 

will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on 

His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah goes on to tell us that this 

one will sit forever on David’s throne—Messiah. And guess what! When 

Matthew 4 records the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, he quotes Isaiah 9:1-2 

to confirm that Jesus is the long-awaited light of the world!  

 

Vs. 79 concludes by saying that the light of Jesus, to which John points, “will 

guide our feet in the way of peace.” The way of peace is walking in the good 



favor of God. Living in harmony with God, which is only possible because 

God, in His tender mercy, has made a way for our sins to be forgiven. As 

Hebrews 9:26 says, “Christ has appeared once for all at the end of the age 

to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”  

 

As we step back and look at the big picture of Zacharias’s Psalm of praise, 

notice how the birth of John points us to the One who supersedes him.  

 John would proclaim salvation, but Jesus would accomplish our 

salvation.  

 John would declare our need to be delivered from sin, but Jesus 

would deliver us from sin as our Savior.  

 John would show us our sin, but Jesus would show us God’s mercy.  

 

Christmas, the birth of Christ, is the dawn of mercy. It is the beginning of the 

fulfillment of God’s great plan to pour out tender mercy on us.  

Today, if you walk in darkness, in the shadow of death or the fear of death; 

if you walk in the guilt and shame of sin, God’s tender mercy call’s you into 

the way of salvation. Take this to heart:  

 You can trust God because He always keeps His promises.  

 You can come to Him because He is a God of tender mercy.  

 You can be reconciled to God because Christ has made peace with 

God through His own sacrifice to remove the offense of our sin.  

 You can serve God (live for God) without fear in holiness and 

righteousness because God is powerful to redeem and rescue us 

from every enemy, including ourselves.   

 

There are two ways God can overcome His enemies. He can crush them, or 

He can convert them. The good news is that God will not hold back His heart 

of mercy toward those who come to Him. The Son of God born in a wooden 

feeding trough died on wooden cross, leaving nothing undone to settle your 

account with God. His life for your life. His blood for your pardon. His 

resurrection for your life. If You surrender to Jesus’ mercy, you have 

everything in Him you need to be a peace with God now and for eternity.  

 

Pray: “Lord here I am. Overcome my sinful heart with the mercy of Jesus. 

Save me to serve You. Change my heart to desire and love what is pure and 

holy. Make me wholly Yours.” 

Born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King 

Born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal spirit, rule in all our hearts alone 

By Thine all sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne.  

 

 

 

 


