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A few moments ago we heard the account of Jesus’ birth from Luke 2. Let’s 

take a few moments to reflect on some of the implications of what we have 

heard. Certainly, Luke wants us to see that Jesus is unlike any other earthly 

ruler this world has been subject to. When we look at the whole of Jesus 

life, we discover that Jesus is a Servant-King who came to build His 

kingdom among the humble and the broken by redeeming them through 

His own self-sacrifice.  

 

The birth of Jesus is set against the backdrop of Caesar Augustus and the 

domineering Roman empire. When Luke opens his account with an 

announcement from Caesar Augustus that a census should be take of all the 

inhabited earth, it not only established the birth account in a legitimate 

historical setting, but also creates a contrast between the world ruler 

(Caesar) and the world’s Redeemer (Jesus). Let me draw your attention to 5 

distinctive realities of Jesus foreshadowed in Luke 2: 

 

1. Jesus is a Servant-King rather than a self-serving tyrant.  

 

The census ordered by Caesar was for the purpose of increased taxation. 

Caesar was taking advantage of his position of power for self-serving 

interests, using the weak to serve the strong. But Jesus, the strongest of the 

strong, came to serve the weak. Where rulers of the earth lord themselves 

over others, Jesus would serve His subjects with self-sacrifice. Unlike Caesar 

who would tax his subjects for selfish gain, Jesus would serve His subjects by 

Himself paying for their deepest needs.  

 

And though Caesar throws his weight around without human resistance, 

notice that God is providentially working, even through Caesar’s actions, to 

take Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem so that the Messiah-King would be born 

in the place prophesied by Micah.  

 

2. Jesus is arrayed in humility rather than earthly riches and prestige.  

Unlike Caesar who had excessive amounts of money and lived in a palace 

with every wish and want at his command, Jesus came in the humblest of 

circumstances. [vs. 6-7] Every newborn baby was swaddled in strips of 

cloth. Luke mentions this to show that Jesus was sharing in the experience 

of common man. But what was not common was the fact that Jesus was 

cradled in the feeding trough of farm animals. Here the Son of God is born 

not in house, not among family and friends, but in a stable, to a poor couple 

in a small town with no prestige. True greatness is displayed in humility.  

 

If God could orchestrate the heart of Caesar Augustus to order a census that 

would take the young family to Bethlehem, certainly He could have 

arranged lodging for the Son of God. But He chose humble circumstances 

for the One whose life and ministry would identify with the lowly, 

disadvantaged, and broken. The first hours of Jesus’ earthly life foreshadow 

the inclination of God’s heart toward the humble.  

 

3. Jesus came to serve the humble with salvation.   

 

It’s interesting to note that when the angels announce to the shepherds 

“good tidings of great joy,” it was the language used by the emperor to 

announce the birth of a royal son. But notice that such a declaration for the 

Son of God was not intended to awaken Roman rulers or enlightened Jewish 

priests in Jerusalem.  

 

This announcement of divine royalty was proclaimed to humble shepherds 

working the night shift. Shepherds were considered the lowest in the social 

order, uneducated and unskilled. Because of their continual care for 

animals, they were unable to attend to sabbath regulations and therefore 

considered ceremonially unclean (MacArthur, 155). But God favored 

humble shepherds with the first news of the Savior: “today in the city of 

David there is born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Jesus came not 

for those who consider themselves clean, but for those who know 

themselves to be unclean.  

 

As Mary said earlier in chapter 1, the Lord has regard for the humble. He is 

compassionate toward those of humble circumstances (1:48). And notice 

that like Mary, these humble shepherds respond to their encounter with 



Jesus by glorifying and praising God (20). They were the first to seek out the 

newborn king (15). It is the eyes of the humble that God opens to see the 

true glory of Jesus. Jesus did not come for the mighty, proud, and self-

sufficient. Jesus came in humility to serve the humble with salvation.  

 

4. Jesus possessed true glory, being approved by God rather than 

being feared by man.  

 

Caesar was feared by men and therefore his “glory” was shallow—the mere 

appearance of glory that comes from power, wealth, and status. But Jesus’ 

birth in the humblest possible circumstances, was attended by the glory of 

God. Not only did the angels sing, “glory to God in the highest,” but the 

glorious light of the presence of God illuminated the night sky. The glory of 

God which had once been in the temple was now affirming Jesus as the true 

dwelling place of God. He is the radiance of God’s glory because He is exact 

representation of God’s nature (Heb 1:3). Finally… 

5. Jesus brings true peace on earth in response to humble faith 

rather than a veneer of peace through ruthless force.  

 

The Roman empire boasted of nearly 200 years of relative peace, order, 

prosperity, and power. But Rome’s “peace” was a mere delusion brought 

about by ruthless force. One historian said the Romans made a desolation 

and called it peace (Garland, 127). The result was servitude, terror, slavery, 

and heavy taxation. (It was like the ‘peace’ of obeying an abusive father). 

 

While rulers of the earth, like Caesar, use the strong to crush the weak, 

Jesus recruits the weak and redeems the broken. His kingdom is comprised 

of the humble—those who know themselves well enough to sense the 

weakness and evil of sin within. And through His sacrificial death on their 

behalf, He makes peace between God and those who humbly receive His 

reign.  

 

This is why the angels proclaimed, “peace on earth among men with whom 

He is pleased.” This is not universal peace—not yet. But rather peace for 

those who are under God’s favor. And who are they? They are the humble, 

who like the shepherds and Mary, believe what God is doing through His 

Son Jesus. Hebrews 11:6 says, “without faith it is impossible to please Him, 

for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder 

of those who seek Him.” God is pleased with the humility of faith.   

 

Luke means for us to identify not with self-sufficient Caesar Augustus, but 

with the shepherds, who like Joseph and Mary, have nothing to offer but 

humble trust in God. His peace is for the humble who believe.  

 

Beloved, Jesus is a Servant-King. He did what no other messiah would do. He 

laid down His life on a Roman cross, not because he was forced to by Roman 

soldiers and ruthless religious leaders, but because God in His love and 

providence was offering a sacrifice—the only Lamb that could take away the 

sin of the world.  

 

The good news of Christmas is that Jesus came for the humble and the 

broken who believe in Him as the Savior of the world. If you sense the 

brokenness of your sin, and you are convinced that you can’t fix it, and you 

feel unworthy of God’s mercy, that means you qualify for His grace. Only 

those who are proud, self-sufficient, and unrelenting in their sin and 

unbelief forfeit His offer of peace.  

 

Jesus said, “It is not those who are well who need a physician, but those who 

are sick. I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance” (Lk 

5:31-32). Jesus did not come for the polished, the put-together, and the 

strong. He did not come for those who see themselves as faithful by their 

own efforts. He came for the unfaithful who desire His forgiveness. We’ve 

been unfaithful to God and unfaithful to each other. Unfaithful in our 

thoughts, our words, our actions, our attitudes, and our desires.  

 

If you could hear Jesus speaking today, you’d hear Him say, “Come to me all 

who are weary and heavy-burdened, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke 

upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart and you 

shall find rest for your souls…” (Mt 11:28). If you are weary, broken, 

weighed down by troubles, and tangled up in sin, these things do not 

disqualify you from coming to Jesus. He did not come for the healthy, but 

for the sick. He did not come for the polished and proven. He came for the 

poor in spirit who recognize their need for a Savior, who humble themselves 



to receive His mercy, and believe—believe that He is able to redeem you 

and restore peace between you and God.  

 

So, come, all ye unfaithful to the Servant-King. 

Come into the kingdom of the redeemed.  

For this King is a humble Shepherd, and not only a Shepherd,  

 but also a Lamb who was slain for our pardon. 

 

I want to give you a few moments to ponder Jesus’ invitation to come to 

Him as Lynelle sings for us. The words will be on the screen for your benefit, 

but I’m going to ask you not to sing, but to simply listen, to ponder, and to 

respond to Jesus with a receptive heart. [O Come All Ye Unfaithful] 


