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Today I have the privilege of introducing a new series in the book of Job, 

entitled, “Trusting God When Suffering Doesn’t Make Sense.” [Note: ESV] 

I feel a personal sense of responsibility as your pastor to not only preach the 

whole counsel of God but to specifically highlight some particular and 

essential themes throughout the Scriptures wherever they surface. For 

example, my conscience is bound by the Scriptures to teach repeatedly on 

the Sovereignty of God because what we need most in life is an accurate, 

compelling, and majestic view of God in His uncompromised holiness and 

infinite love. Furthermore, I am compelled to regularly emphasize the 

gospel of Jesus Christ to which all of the Bible points and which is the only 

means by which our hearts can be reconciled to God.  

Today we come to yet another theme that I must preach repeatedly if I am 

to be a faithful pastor. And that is a biblical view of suffering which brings us 

to the book of Job. John Piper, in his introduction to the book of Job, said it 

best:  

“One of my duties as your pastor is to preach and pray in such a way 

that you are prepared in mind and heart to not curse God in the day 

of your calamity. But even more: that instead of cursing, you might 

worship God and bless him as your free and sovereign Father no 

matter how intense the grief or deep the pain He brings into your 

life.”1  

Job in Five Minutes:  

Job is a very old book, one of the oldest in the Bible. It likely predates Moses 

and the Law to the era of Abraham. Job was not only an extremely wealthy 

man with a large family (10 children), he also was a righteous man. God 

Himself said of Job, “there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and 

upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil” (1:8).  

 
1 John Piper, Sermon: Job: Reverent in Suffering (July 7, 1985). 

www.desiringgod.org.  

What Job did not know and could not see is that in the spiritual realm, God 

subjected Job to severe testing under Satan’s hand in order to prove the 

genuineness of Job’s faith. God did this in opposition to Satan to who 

accused Job of only honoring God because God blessed him so much. The 

result is that God allowed Satan to destroy Job’s wealth, his children, and his 

health, leaving him to suffer incomprehensibly. Job was left with only his 

wife, now disillusioned and bitter—so she’s no comfort to him. He is 

covered from head to toe with agonizing boils and he laments, wishing that 

he had never been born.  

When Job’s 3 friends come to comfort him, their ministry of “comfort” 

quickly turns into a “ministry” of pain. Why? Because their theology (their 

understanding of God and His ways) is too simplistic for a complex natural 

and spiritual world. They say a lot of things that are generally true, but are 

misapplied to Job’s specific situation. The essence of their message is the 

doctrine of retribution (people reap what they sow—they get what they 

deserve). That is, God blesses obedience and punishes sin. That’s true! But 

its not the only reason people experience suffering. So his friends, magnify 

his misery by insisting that Job has sinned grievously to deserve such 

suffering and they demand that he repent. So now Job is not only under attack by 

the accuser of the brethren, Satan, but also the accusations of his “brethren” who fear God, 

yet have an overly simplistic view of God and His ways.  

Yet Job defends his innocence—He suffers not because he has sinned, but 

because he is righteous. And in his struggle to justify the goodness and 

justice of God with his suffering, Job demands answers from God—why has 

God wronged him so?  

Finally, after 3 long cycles of debate between and Job and his friends, God 

speaks. For four chapters, rather than giving Job answers, God asks Job 

questions about creation that reveal how limited and finite Job’s 

understanding is compared to God’s wisdom. And these questions humble 

Job by revealing the majesty, wisdom, and freedom of the Sovereign Lord. 

Job humbles himself before God and God restores great blessing to Job.  



What brought Job comfort in the end, was not answers from God about his 

suffering or the restoration of his health, wealth, or family. What satisfied 

Job was an encounter with God that revealed the Sovereign Lord as all-wise 

and free to conduct His purposes in our lives beyond our ability to fully 

comprehend yet always worthy of our deepest trust.  

Mark Dever captured the message of Job in three phrases: 

 We often suffer. 

 We sometimes understand. 

 We can always trust God.2 

 

Don’t miss this: the proper orientation of sufferers is not merely in search for 

logical answers, but in a quest for God Himself. The only place your soul will 

find rest is on the bedrock of God’s character that where grace anchors us 

securely through the suffering and triumph of Jesus Christ.  

So what do we glean from the book of Job? When we cannot understand 

God’s ways, we must trust Him as the Sovereign Lord because he is good, He 

is just, and He is all-wise in ways that exceed our finite understanding. We 

must not have an overly simplistic understanding of God but rather we must 

make it our passion to submerge ourselves in the deep things of God so as 

to honor Him with our shameless trust.  

We need this study of Job for at least 5 reasons:   

 Suffering is inevitable and often severe. If you are not suffering at 

the moment, you will. And if your current suffering is not severe, 

you know someone whose is.  

 Suffering can either be destructive or it can be a means of grace 

depending on whose influence surrendered to. John Piper 

summarized it this way: The design of the devil is to use suffering 

to destroy your faith. But the design of God is to use suffering to 

strengthen your faith.3 So we can say to Satan what Joseph said to 

his brothers: “You meant it for evil but God meant it for good” 

(Genesis 50:20).  

 
2 Mark Dever, The Message of the Old Testament, pg. 469. 
3 John Piper, Conference Message: Job: When the Righteous Suffer, Part 1 (Oct 17, 

2008). www.desiringgod.org.  

 We cannot have a proper theology of suffering without a robust 

understanding of the sovereignty of God and an unshakable 

conviction of the goodness and justice of God—and Job brings these 

truths together. A.W. Tozer has said that “What comes into your 

mind when you think about God is the most important thing about 

you.”4 Yet suffering has a way of skewing a proper vision of God. So 

it’s really helpful to have a robust and accurate view of God before 

you find yourself in a deep pit of suffering. The vision that we will 

see of God in the book of Job will make you uncomfortable if your 

current view of God is too shallow. Yet if you embrace the God of 

Job, you will be deeply comforted by Him in the deep waters of 

suffering.  

 The tension we feel between our suffering and God’s sovereignty is 

best reconciled through the lens of the gospel—the good news of 

our suffering Savior, which Job will point us to, though subtly.  

  Overly simplistic theology can prove unhelpful at best or hurtful and 

disillusioning at worst in our attempt to minister to those who are 

suffering. Job’s friends magnified Job’s suffering by not because 

they failed to know true things about God, but because their 

understanding of God and His ways was too simplistic. As a result 

their ”ministry” was one of truths misapplied.  

Before I share with you some key themes to be watching for in the book of 

Job, I want to speak to an essential aspect of a biblical theology of suffering. 

Here it is: Whenever you walk through suffering of any kind, you should 

assume that God is working to accomplish His good purposes on your 

behalf as you trust in Him. Now, while that may sound good, I need to be 

able to prove it from the Bible. So I’m going to list for you a dozen ways in 

which God may be working for good through our affliction. I’m doing this 

not only to help you build a biblical worldview of suffering in general, but to 

then show us where Job fits (what unique role Job plays) in a biblical 

theology of suffering.  

12 Ways that God works out good purposes in our lives through suffering: 

4 A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, pg. 1. 



1. God uses suffering to prove the genuineness of our faith through 

testing (1Pet 1:6-7; Job 2:3; Dt 8:2).  

I Pet 1:6-7 – “In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if 

necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, that the proof of your 

faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though 

tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ…” 

 

2. God uses suffering to promote spiritual maturity through 

perseverance (James 1:2-4). 

James 1:2-4: “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various 

trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let 

endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, 

lacking in nothing.” 

 

3. God uses suffering to develop proven character marked by hope 

(Rom 5:3-5).  

Rom 5:3-5: “we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, and endurance produces proven character, and proven 

character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because 

God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit…” 

4. God uses suffering to sanctify us, making us more like Christ (Rom 

8:28-29).  

Rom 8:28-29: “And we know that God causes all things to work together for 

good for those who love God and are called according to His purpose. For 

those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image 

of his Son…” 

5. God uses suffering to teach us to trust God rather than ourselves 

(2Cor 1:9). 

2Cor 1:9: “For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers,[a] of the 

affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond 

our strength that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we had 

received the sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on 

ourselves but on God who raises the dead.” 

6. God uses suffering to help us comfort others (2Cor 1:4-6). 

2Cor 1:3-4: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our 

affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, 

with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  

7. God uses suffering to grant us an eternal perspective (2Cor 4:18-

5:4).  

2Cor 4:18—5:1 are in the context of Paul talking about physical suffering 

and the deterioration of our bodies which serves the purpose of giving us an 

eternal perspective that weens us from earth and helps us long for heaven.  

 
8. God uses suffering to display His glory through our lives (John 9:1-3). 

In John 9: 2-3 the disciples asked Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 

parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this 

man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in 

him. 

9. God uses suffering to discipline sinful behavior (Heb 12:10-11; Deut 

8:5; cf. Job 5:17; 1Cor 11:30).  

In Deut 8, God explained how the Israelites’ wandering in the wilderness 

was not only to humble them and train them to trust in God but also so that 

they would know in their heart that God was disciplining them just as a man 

disciplines his son.  

10. God uses suffering to train us to live according to God’s word (Deut 

8:3; Ps 119:67, 71) 

Psalm 119:67: “Before I was afflicted I went astray, But now I keep Your 

word.” 

 

11. God uses suffering to humble us (Deut 8:2; 2Cor 12:7).  

2Cor 12:7: “to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in 

the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet me-- to keep me from exalting 

myself!” 

 



12. God uses suffering to enrich our eternal joy (2Cor 4:16-17; cf. Rom 

8:18). 

2Cor 4:16-17: “Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is 

decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. For momentary, 

light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all 

comparison…” 

 

So, whenever you walk through suffering of any kind, you should assume 

that God is working to accomplish His good purposes on your behalf as you 

trust in Him. But where does the book of Job fit into the multifaceted 

purposes that God is working for our good and His glory through suffering? 

Job speaks to something even more fundamental than all of the potential 

purposes God may working out in our lives through suffering. It speaks to 

suffering that we cannot and will not understand. Beyond all of the 12 

reasons we would like to be given to justify our affliction and trials, Job 

reminds us of the freedom of God to work in ways that are beyond our 

comprehension yet are never outside the scope of God’s wisdom, justice, or 

goodness. The book of Job reserves the right for God to be God and for His 

infinite wisdom to exceed our finite understanding.  

 

There is a progression of maturity in how we think about suffering 

(especially when faced with chronic affliction):  

1. Offense (Pout) – “Why me?” (Pout: resisting & resenting God’s 

purpose) 

2. Escape (Pray) – “Deliver me!” (Pray for rescue)  

3. Inquiry (Ponder) – “What is God seeking to accomplish through my 

suffering?” (Ponder/Seek God’s purpose) 

4. Faith (Pursue) – “God is working out good purposes through this 

suffering.” (Pursue/See God’s purpose) 

5. Hope (Persevere) – “I don’t understand God’s purpose now but 

someday I will” (Persevere in trusting God for answers we cannot 

presently understand) 

6. Rest (Peace) – “I may never understand God’s purpose, but God’s 

nearness is enough, knowing that He is good, sovereign, and worthy 

 
5 These themes are largely adapted from Edward M. Curtis in What the Old 

Testament Authors Really Cared About (Edited by Jason DeRouchie), pgs. 359-368.  

of my trust.” (Peace: resting in God’s character) This is the person, 

who in the face of unexplainable suffering, affirms what is true 

about God and rests in Him.  

So what does all this have to do with the book of Job? This book speaks to 

the final stage of peace—resting in God where answers are not granted. Job 

found himself in unspeakable suffering for which God’s purposes would 

never be revealed to him. But what was revealed to Job was the majesty, 

wisdom, and freedom of God. In the end, Job’s comfort had nothing to do 

with answers to his questions, but everything to do with seeing the 

greatness of God and experiencing His nearness. 

So while God may be working out 12 different purposes through your trials, 

there will be times when God will withhold ‘answers’ to satisfy you with 

Himself. The final purpose of suffering (and life) is not understanding, but 

knowing God for who He is and finding our comfort and joy in the presence 

of the One who exceeds our understanding.   

Key Themes in Job5: 

A. God is absolutely sovereign over all things.  

If there is anything that will make you uncomfortable in the book of Job, it is 

seeing the far-reaching reality of God’s sovereignty, especially as it relates 

to Satan and suffering. Yet you will fail to experience the deepest comfort in 

this life apart from a robust understanding of God’s absolute sovereignty. 

He is in control and nothing comes into our lives apart from the filter of 

God’s hand. While many Christians struggle today to affirm a robust, biblical 

view of God’s sovereignty, it’s interesting to note that Job and His friends 

never called God’s sovereignty into question, though Job was perplexed 

about God’s justice and goodness in light of his calamity. When Satan 

destroyed Job’s wealth, and family, Job said, “the Lord gives and the Lord 

takes away” (1:21). And lest we think Job misspoke, not being able to see 

Satan’s role in his suffering, the very next verse says, “In all this Job did not 

sin” and later on God would affirm that Job had spoken rightly of God” 

(1:22; 42:8). When Satan attacked Job’s health, he said, “shall we receive 



good from God and not receive evil/calamity?” And then the author 

clarifies, “in this Job did not sin with his lips” (2:10).  

What we must understand is that though Satan (and people) work out their 

evil plans from a malicious heart, even they are not free from God’s ultimate 

rule over all things. And this should become a source of comfort for us. That 

though Satan and the world rage against us, their reach will never exceed 

the reach of God’s good hand and purposes. God will right all wrongs and 

even cause the assaults of Satan to serve His final good purposes in ways 

that exceed our understanding. 

God’s sovereignty is our comfort. Job said, “I know that you can do all things 

and that no purpose of Yours will be thwarted” (42:2). And this sovereignty 

means that God is free to rule the world as He pleases (though always within 

the confines of His good and just character which exceeds our full 

understanding). Psalm 115:3 reveals God’s freedom this say: “Our God is in 

the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.” Or Psalm 135:6: “Whatever the 

Lord pleases, He does, in heaven and in earth.” Apart from this freedom, 

God cannot be true God. As A.W. Pink asserts, the sovereignty and 

supremacy of God over all things is the very “godhood of God.”6 So I urge 

you to pray that over the next 9 weeks that God will give you a heart to 

embrace a true biblical view of the majesty of God.  

B. We must be careful to not assume that a person’s suffering is a 

direct result of a personal sin.  

Job is an example of how people sometimes suffer, not because of a 

particular sin they have committed, but rather because God is proving the 

genuineness of their faith. Sometimes we suffer because we are righteous. 

Like Job’s friends we cannot see what’s happening in the spiritual realm 

beyond our circumstances and so we must approach those who are 

suffering with a great deal of humility and care before we begin suggesting 

why they are suffering. In fact, as we will learn from Job’s friends, that there 

is wisdom in few words when we minster to the suffering (often the 

greatest wisdom is expressed in what is not said).  

 
6 A.W. Pink, The Sovereignty of God, pg. 19. 
7 Bruce Wilkinson, Talk Through the Bible, pg. 148.  

C. We cannot presume to fully understand God’s ways and purposes 

from our limited human understanding.   

When God finally responds to Job with a barrage of questions, He illustrates 

that if we cannot understand God’s ways in the realm of nature, how then 

can we understand God’s ways in the spiritual realm?7 As Mark Dever 

suggests, we must be wary of thinking that we can alleviate pain, merely by 

understanding it.8 Dever goes on to boldly assert, “If we insist on living only 

according to our understanding and completely apart from trust, then we 

cannot be a Christian.”9 This is not to suggest that we should not seek to 

understand the deep things of God to the extent of our human capacity. But 

a God whose wisdom and ways do not exceed our own is not worthy of our 

trust.  

D. We are able to trust in the character of God when we struggle to 

understand the ways of God.  

In the end, Job’s trust in God was determined, not be a satisfactory 

understanding of God’s justice or by answers to His questions. Rather, his 

faith was solidified by the revelation of the character, wisdom, and majesty 

of God. We must not limit the stability of our faith on the basis of 

circumstances or human wisdom. Church, anchor your souls in who God has 

said that He is in the Bible.  

E. God is compassionate to the honest cries of His hurting people.  

Don’t overlook the simple reality that in all of Job’s struggling with God, God 

was gracious and patient and did not forsake Job in his disillusionment. If 

you walk away from the book of Job with the sense that God is harsh, you 

have missed the Bible’s own interpretation of the painful ways of God. 

James 5:11 says, “You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen 

the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is 

merciful.” In your suffering and even in your confusion, draw near to God! 

Worship your way through your suffering!  

 

F. God should be feared and honored for who He is and not merely 

the blessings He gives.  

8 Mark Dever, The Message of the Old Testament, pg. 473.  
9 Mark Dever, The Message of the Old Testament, pg. 475-476.  



Job 28:28 says, “the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from 

evil is understanding.” Job’s faith was ultimately proven genuine, not by 

what he was given but by what was taken from him and his response to it.  

The book of Job completely undermines the prosperity gospel. The essence 

of the prosperity gospel asserts that God is man-centered and that His 

purpose is for you to be healthy, wealthy, and prosperous. And while God 

does have a heart to bless His people, His chief aim is not to make us rich in 

temporal earthly riches, but rather to ween us from this earth to be satisfied 

in God for who He is and not for what He does. Ironically, the prosperity gospel 

preachers have done a very similar thing to Job’s friends. They have taken a general truth, and with it 

distorted the true purposes of God.  

The message of Job is not that God should be loved and served because He 

makes your life better. God should be served and loved because of who He 

is. And the one way to know for sure that God is the treasure of your heart, 

is when health, wealth, and prosperity are taken from you, and your heart’s 

response is not to curse God, but to bless Him as worthy of your love and 

trust. So let God be God as the only bedrock on which your soul can trust. 

 


