
“The Painful Mystery of Providence” 

Job 1:1-2:10 

January 22, 2023 

 

Series: Trusting God When Suffering Doesn’t Make Sense  ESV 
 

Have you ever gone through a season of suffering and wondered what role 

Satan might have in your affliction and what role God might have in it? Or 

have you ever tried to reconcile in your mind how Satan is at work doing evil 

in this world—evil that often touches your life—and yet we believe that God 

is sovereign and that nothing comes into our lives apart from His hand? 

Today the book of Job is going to give us insight into these things.  
 

Job’s Greatness (Job 1:1-5) 
 

[Job 1:1-5] The first thing we see is that Job is a man of great character. Vs. 

one says he was “blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned 

away from evil.” To say that Job was blameless does not mean that he was 

sinless, but rather that he lived with a clear conscience before God, serving 

Him with a whole heart. As a result, Job was also upright in his treatment of 

others. His servants were blessed to work for him because he treated all 

people with justice and mercy, including the poor (cf. 31:13-23). As a man 

who was blameless and upright, he displayed personal integrity before God 

and man. Because Job feared God with affectionate reverence, his response 

to evil, was to turn away from its temptation. His walk with God was one of 

faithful obedience inspired by love. According to Proverbs 3:7, to not be wise in your 

own eyes, but to fear God and turn away from evil is the essence of wisdom.  
 

Next we see that Job was a man of great wealth. This may not surprise us in 

light of Proverbs 10:22: “It is the blessing of the Lord that makes rich, and 

He adds no sorrow to it.” Generally speaking, God blesses obedience and 

obedience from a pure heart is what Job’s life was about. And yet, the 

description of Job’s wealth in vss. 2-3 is absolutely breath-taking: “He 

possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke (pair) of oxen, and 500 

female donkeys. You can only imagine how much real estate and how many 

servants it would take in the days before tractors and skid loaders, to raise 

 
1 cf. 1Kings 22:19; Isa 6:1-3; Dan 7:9-10; Rev 5:6-14 regarding the counsel of angels 

11,500 head of livestock. It is no exaggeration, when vs. 3 says he was the 

greatest man in the east!  
 

Yet the greatest wealth in days of antiquity was measured in children, 

especially sons. Job had 7 sons and 3 daughters. As a father, Job functioned 

as an exemplary spiritual priest over his family. After his children would 

celebrate days of feasting (probably to honor each one’s birthday), Job 

would gather his family, and offer a sacrifice for each person, just in case 

they had sinned and cursed God in their hearts. “Thus, Job did continually” 

(5). Don’t miss this. Job’s passion was not just to honor God in general, but 

to do everything in his power to make sure he and his family were never 

liable for speaking a word against God. This is the picture of a righteous man 

who loved God from a ‘pure’ heart. And that God-loving heart of reverence 

led to both great blessing and, as we are about to see, to great testing.  
 

God’s Test, Satan’s Assault (Job 1:6-12) 
 

The scene shifts now from earth to the heavenly realm. [1:6-12] The “sons 

of God” gathered before the Lord are angels, convened to give an account 

to the Lord and receive instructions.1 And on this day, Satan (lit. “the 

adversary/accuser”) is among them, presumably summoned by God. The 

Lord asks him what he has been doing, to which he answers, “walking 

around on the earth.” What does Satan do as he roams about on the earth? 

As we are about to see, he’s looking for someone to accuse, someone to 

war against. He’s looking for faith that he can destroy in an attempt to 

defame God’s glory. God says to Satan, “have you considered my servant 

Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man 

who fears God and turns away from evil.” In other words, there is no better 

representative on earth of those who truly love God, obey God, and care 

about My glory than Job. Does this strike you as a little bit strange? [illus?] 
 

Notice that God initiates what is about to unfold. Satan’s response is, “does 

Job fear God for no reason? You have protected him and all that he has so 

that he only experiences blessing! In other words, this is high paying gig for 

Job! Of course he’s going to obey you carefully when it makes him filthy 

rich. “But stretch out your hand against him and all that he has, and he will 



curse you to your face.” In other words, let’s see how much Job loves you 

when he is bankrupted and bereaved. And the Lord said to Satan, “behold, 

all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your 

hand.” God removed his protective hedge from all that Job had.  
 

Notice whose hands are involved here. In vs. 11 Satan says, “stretch out 

Your hand” against all he has—that’s God’s hand. But in vs. 12 God says, “all 

that he has is in your hand—Satan’s hand. Job’s suffering is at the hand of 

Satan, but not apart from the hand of God. Did you notice the limitation 

that God put on Satan? You can strike what he has, but not Job himself. 

What are we to make of this? Satan is a powerful rebel against God and His 

people, but he is not a supremely independent agent. He is like a dog on a 

leash and can only bite within the range he is allotted by the leash that God 

controls. Let me appeal to some respected scholars:  

 Wayne Grudem: “Job makes it clear that Satan could only do what 

God gave him permission to do and nothing more (Job 1:12; 2:6).2  

 Millard Erickson: “For all his power, Satan is limited….He could do 

nothing to Job that God did not expressly permit.”3 

 John Frame: “When Satan acts, he acts, in an obvious sense, by 

God’s permission. God allows him to take Job’s family, wealth, and 

health. But God will not allow Satan to take Job’s life (Job 2:6). So 

Satan is on a short leash, acting only within limits assigned by God. 

And in this respect all sinful acts are similar. The sinner can go only 

so far before he meets the judgment of God.”4 
 

It may be helpful at this point to offer some clarification on how God does 

and doesn’t govern the world. First, the world is not governed under 

polytheism (multiple gods), or dualism (a struggle between God and Satan, 

or good and evil). God and Satan are not two equal powers at war for the 

supreme control of the universe. Yet some Christians mistakenly believe this 

at a practical level, thinking that Satan is free to do whatever he wants, 

when in reality he cannot act beyond the parameters God has set.5  
 

 
2 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, pg. 415.  
3 Millard Erickson, Christian Theology, pg. 449.  
4 John Frame, Systematic Theology, pg. 297.  
5 Christopher Ash, Job: The Wisdom of the Cross (Preaching the Word), pg. 40-41. 

Second, the world is not governed by absolute monism, where God is the 

sole influence and the only supernatural power. Those who think this way 

run into an inevitable wall thinking God cannot be both good and sovereign 

in light of the horrific evil in this world because they don’t account for 

Satan’s influence.6  
 

So how is the world governed? The biblical worldview is that God is the 

absolute sovereign and supreme Creator, who has no rivals to His 

supremacy, nor is there any god like him. And He governs the universe, not 

as the only supernatural power, “but by means of and through the agency 

of” lesser supernatural powers--angels, some of whom are evil.7 Much like how 

God rules this world through good and evil governments—Daniel 2:21 (“He removes kings and 

establishes kings”); Dan 4:17 (“the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, and bestows it on 

whom He wishes”). 

 

From a practical standpoint, Mark Dever helps us see that in any given 

situation, there are multiple sets of motivations and wills at play. People are 

seeking to implement their own will out of good or bad motivations, while 

at the same time Satan is seeking his will out of evil desire and God is 

accomplishing His will out of holy desire—all in the same circumstances.8  
 

This is how Job’s suffering can be at the hand of Satan and at the hand of 

God. In the same circumstances, Satan is working maliciously, while God is 

working over and above Satan for ultimate good. And when we are in 

similar situations where God and Satan are both at work, our circumstances 

will prove to be either a temptation to sin or test to approve our faith and 

obedience depending on our response. In the NT, the same Greek word 

(peirazo) can be translated as either test or tempt based on the context (Mt 

4:1). So what will happen when Job is both tested by God and tempted by 

Satan?  
 

Job’s Devastation (Job 1:13-19) 
 

[1:13-15] Job’s world of peace has just been shattered. 1500 head of 

livestock stolen and who knows how many servants brutally murdered. This 

6 Ibid.  
7 Ibid.  
8 Mark Dever, The Message of the Old Testament, pg. 208.  



is both financially devastating and emotionally traumatic. [vs. 16] What is 

the fire of God? Possibly lightning or literally, fire of Elohim (Rev 13:13). 9  
 

The overwhelming testimony of the Bible is that God has sovereign control 

over the weather. And the only possible way for Satan to have access to 

weather is by God’s specific allowance. In one infernal blast, 7,000 sheep 

“consumed” along with many more servants. [vs. 17] At this point all of 

Job’s livestock and the vast majority of his servants have been destroyed—

all within a day. Yet the worst is about to come. [18-19] Don’t let your 

familiarity with the story of Job desensitize you to his unspeakable pain. Job 

buried all ten children and likely seven daughters-in-law in a day. Add to 

that the death of a multitude of servants—Job’s estate has become a 

massive graveyard.  
 

And the shock of all this devastation came at once, from every direction: 

Sebeans from the south, lightning from the west, Chaldeans from the north, 

and ferocious wind from the east. Job has not only been hit from every side, 

but both heaven and earth seem to be against him as alternating assaults 

come from men and forces of nature under God’s control—Sabeans, fire, 

Chaldeans, wind! So how will Job respond under such crushing grief?  
 

Job’s Worship (Job 1:20-22) 
 

Vs. 20: “Then Job arose and tore His robe and shaved his head”—these were 

not merely impulsive actions but traditional expressions of deep grief—“and he fell on 

the ground and he worshiped. And he said, ‘naked I came from my mother’s 

womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; 

blessed be the name of the Lord.” Job humbly recognizes that he doesn’t 

deserve anything and therefore he can’t demand anything from God. His 

response reveals his heart—that he believes God is worthy to be revered 

and worshiped as God regardless of what He gives or takes away.  
 

While Job doesn’t know about Satan’s role in his suffering, he still models 

the right place for us to turn our eyes regardless of the source of our 

trouble—the sovereign Lord who alone is our hope.  

 
9 Rev. 13:13 may be one example of Satan causing fire from heaven to fall on earth 

though the natural elements are ultimately under God’s control.  
10 John Hartley, The Book of Job (NICOT), pg. 79.  

 

Chapter one concludes with this interpretive comment: “In all this Job did 

not sin or charge God with wrong” (1:22). In other words, Job was not 

wrong to say, “the Lord has taken this away,” even though Satan had a hand 

in it. And while Job rightly recognized the sovereign hand of God behind his 

circumstances, he did not charge God with wrong. That is, he did not malign 

God’s character as not good.  
 

Job passed the severe test, proving that his faith was genuine. Job treasured 

God for who He is and not just what He gives as a reflection of the glory of 

God’s worth. But Job will tested again… 
 

God’s Test, Satan’s Assault—Round 2 (Job 2:1-6) 
 

[Job 2:1-3] Vs. 3 is loaded. Job is still the same man at his core after losing 

with wealth and his children. His heart to honor God has not changed. “He 

still holds fast his integrity.” What is integrity in this context? Job’s integrity 

is faithfulness to God because of who God is regardless of Job’s painful 

circumstances. This is amazing! We typically feel justified to lash out in pain. 

But “Job had endured all the losses without compromising his blameless and 

upright character in any angry outburst against God” or others.10 

Furthermore, the form of the Hebrew verb here indicates that Job’s grip on 

integrity was strengthened as he held fast—his godly fortitude grew 

stronger under the testing.11 
 

And Job held fast his integrity even though Satan incited God against him to 

destroy him for no just cause. What is meant by Satan inciting God? Satan 

prompted God to work in a way that is different from what He would 

normally do without being provoked.12 We know that God uses affliction for 

good purposes in our lives (cf. 12 reasons last week), but God does not 

delight in the pain it brings. Lamentations 3:32-33 says, “though He causes 

grief, He will have compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast 

11 Elmer Smick, Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Vol. 4, pg. 884.  
12 Daniel Estes, Job (Teach the Text Commentary Series), pg. 15.  



love; for He does not afflict from His heart…”13 Compare this to Jeremiah 

32:41 where God says He rejoices to do His people good with all His heart 

and all His soul! Hence the Puritans spoke of God afflicting His people as the 

strange working of God, whereas showing them mercy is His normal 

disposition of heart.14 God is love and He delights in mercy, not wrath. Satan 

may have provoked God to afflict Job, but in the end, God would prove His 

unending compassion and mercy to Job (James 5:11). So, I think we can say 

that Satan incited God by provoking Him to do what He does not delight in 

doing—namely, testing His children severely.  
 

In response to Job’s sustained and strengthened integrity, Satan says to the 

Lord in vs. 4, “Skin for skin! All that a man has he will give for his life. But 

stretch out Your hand [God’s hand] and touch his bone and his flesh, and he 

will curse you to your face”—notice, that Satan’s intent is not only Job’s 

demise but also to defy God’s honor (to curse Him).  And the Lord said to 

Satan, “behold, he is in your hand [Satan’s hand]; only spare his life.”  
 

Satan’s claim is that if Job suffers physically, he will renounce the Lord. 

Notice again, the affliction will come from Satan’s hand, but not apart from 

God’s hand who limits what Satan is allowed to do: “only spare his life.”  
 

Sparing Job’s life is not so much an act of mercy—soon Job would rather die 

than live through his misery. But if Job dies, we will never know if he passed 

the test. He must endure all the way through the trial to prove whether he 

will continue to hold fast his integrity or whether he will curse God, whether 

he will glorify God or glorify Satan.   
 

Job’s Anguish (Job 2:7-8) 
 

[2:7-8] Again we must not let our familiarity with Job desensitize us to his 

suffering. As we move further into the book of Job, we get a better 

understanding of what he was enduring. Along with the painful itching that 

caused Job to scrape his skin in vs 8, listen to how Job describes his 

condition: 

 7:5 describes how his boils oozed with puss and were infected with 

dirt and worms 

 
13 There is a divine “reluctance” in afflicting even as parents may reluctantly yet 

faithfully discipline their children. 

 7:4, 13-14 describes tossing all night, with scary dreams and 

terrifying visions (probably a fever-induced delirium, cf. 30:30)  

 30:30 – “My bones burn with heat…my skin turns black and falls 

from me.”  

 16:16 – “my face is red with weeping and on my eyelids is deep 

darkness.” 

 19:17 describes severe weight loss: “my bones stick to my skin and 

to my flesh.”  

 30:17 – “the night racks my bones, and the pain that gnaws me 

takes no rest.” (Excruciating and unrelenting pain)  

Such was Job’s condition that when his friends arrive to comfort him, they 

don’t even recognize Job (2:12). These loathsome boils make Job repulsive 

to look at, and he was probably regarded as unclean, so he goes outside the 

city and sits in the ashes where the rubbish is burned. Job is not only in 

physical and emotional anguish but isolated from people.  
 

Job’s Reverence (Job 2:9-10) 
 

2:9: “Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse 

God and die!” In other words, it would be better for you to die under God’s 

judgment than to live through this misery. Personally, I want to cut her a 

little slack. She is speaking out of her own unspeakable pain. Job himself 

says in 6:26, “the words of one in despair belong to the wind.” In other 

words, people say things in their pain that they would not normally say. We 

need to remember that—to be patient when we are walking alongside 

those who are suffering. Not every ill word needs immediate reproof. Yet 

nothing could cut to heart of Job more than hearing his wife suggest that his 

best course of action is to despise his godly character, curse the God he 

loves, and die under divine judgment.  
 

There is a lot of irony here. Job’s wife seems to despise Job’s integrity in this 

moment—the very integrity for which God commends Job so highly. And 

notice how Job’s wife becomes a mouthpiece for the Tempter, to curse God. 

Perhaps the reason Satan didn’t kill Job’s wife was for this very purpose.  
 

Yet notice the grace that Job extends to her. He doesn’t say “you are a 

foolish woman.” He says, “you speak as one of the foolish women.” That is, 

14 Dane Ortlund, Gentle and Lowly, pg. 139.  



you are saying things that are not characteristic of your soul—you speak 

words to the wind, words that will not prove lasting.  
 

Then in vs. 10, revealing his heart of reverence toward God, Job says, “shall 

we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil? The Hebrew word 

here is ra. It’s a word that can be translated evil, adversity, or calamity. 

Depending on the context, it may or may not carry the sense of moral evil. I 

would suggest that as this calamity comes from the hand of Satan, that 

there is a sense of moral evil in that Satan’s desire is to destroy Job’s faith 

and defame God’s glory. Yet God’s hand behind this calamity is holy because 

His desire is to prove the genuineness of Job’s faith and the glory of God’s 

worth. At any rate, Job’s response is godward reverence to the Sovereign 

Lord. Notice that this statement (“Shall we receive good from God and not 

adversity”) is an expression of worship. In essence he is saying, “shall we not 

honor God as God regardless of our circumstances? Is He not worthy of our 

allegiance?”  
 

Don’t miss how vs. 10 ends: “In all this Job did not sin with his lips” (2:10). 

That is, Job did not speak wrongly. The ultimate response to suffering is 

humble worship to our great God who is sovereign over all things. God is 

worthy of our loyalty and worship even when He allows our faith and 

faithfulness to be severely tested by Satan.  
 

So what truths shall we take away from Job 1-2?  

1. God is sovereign over Satan. Though Satan has great power and 

though he is a rebel against God, he is not independent of God’s 

sovereign rule and purposes. He can only act within the limits of 

what God allows and can inflict us with no greater pain that what 

God permits.  

2. God will allow Satan to tempt us as a test of our faith and 

faithfulness to God. Job is not the only example of God using Satan 

as a tool to accomplish good purposes in our lives (Ps 119:91).  

 Matt 4:1 – “Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to 

be tempted by the devil.” 

 
15 John Piper, Conference Message: Job: When the Righteous Suffer, Part 1 (Oct 17, 

2008). www.desiringgod.org. 

 Luke 22:31-32 – Jesus said to Peter, “Satan has demanded 

permission to sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that 

your faith may not fail; and when you have turned again, 

strengthen your brothers." 
 2Cor 12:7 – “to keep me from exalting myself, there was given 

me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet me-- to 

keep me from exalting myself! Concerning this I entreated the 

Lord three times that it might depart from me. And He has said 

to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in 

weakness." (Satan’s purpose—affliction; God’s purpose—humility/strength) 

3. The same circumstances of suffering that are a tool in the hand of 

Satan to destroy our faith, are also a tool in the hand of God to 

strengthen our faith.15 

4. Our response to our circumstance will determine whether the end 

result will be an enticement to sin (temptation) that glorifies Satan 

or a proving of our faith (test) that glorifies God.  

5. Satan is often the motivating force behind human assaults (Sabeans, 

Chaldeans, spouse, friends). Ephesians 6:12: “For our struggle is not 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, 

against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces 

of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, take up the full 

armor of God…” who is sovereign over all.  

6. Satan’s assaults against us are ultimately assaults against the glory 

and worth of God. It’s never just about you. Every trial is about the glory of God.  

7. While Satan is real and dangerous, we would be wise to keep our 

focus on God and His sovereign jurisdiction over us when we suffer. 

 There are times when we need to stand directly against Satan 

from our position in Christ (back cover of my Bible) 

 Yet one of the ways we triumph over Satan is by not turning our 

focus away from Christ or giving Satan more than he is due.   

8. There is no degree of suffering in which we cannot trust in God with 

a heart of humble worship.  

9. God will work out His greater good purposes, even through the sinful 

actions of others whether man or Satan. We only need to look to 

the cross to affirm that this is true. Acts 2:23-24: “This Man, 

delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, 



you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to 

death. And God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of 

death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.” Man 

sinned grievously by crucifying Jesus, yet God worked through 

man’s sinful actions to accomplish the greatest good of providing 

salvation.  

10. Job’s righteous suffering points us to Jesus, the ultimate Righteous 

One who suffered on our behalf to defeat Satan and vindicate our 

faith.  

 Job was remarkably righteous. Jesus was perfectly righteous.  

 Job suffered the full extent of earthly affliction. Jesus suffered 

the full extent of God’s wrath for our sin.  

 Both Job and Jesus interpreted their suffering through the lens 

of God’s providence and entrusted themselves to God’s justice. 

While Jesus was enduring the suffering of the cross as the hands 

of wicked men, 1Peter 2:23 says that “He kept entrusting 

Himself to [God] who judges righteously.” Then 4:19 Peter calls 

us to hold fast our integrity in the same way: “Therefore, those 

who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls 

to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.” 

 


