
More than Just a Baby 

Luke 2:21-39 

One time I restored a piece of furniture and had it for sale. A couple of young ladies 

came to look at it. In their opinion I had ruined it by refinishing it. It had to be shabby-

sheik according to them. My response: “Whatever, if you don't like it don't buy it. I like 

refinishing stuff, so I do it.” They were passionate about their views on old pieces of 

furniture. Some people are passionate about politics. Are tax cuts good for everyone 

in the country or only welfare for the wealthy? Some people passionately debate this. 

Others say, "l am not interested in politics". Should Iowa or Minnesota have a higher 

seeding for the NCAA tournament? Some argue strongly one way or the other. Others 

have no clue what I am talking about and could care less. Some farmers only want red 

tractors others are passionate about green ones. If you aren't a farmer, you don't care. 

Is it alright to be neutral about subjects which others feel passionate about? Sure 

But there is at least one issue concerning which neutrality is impossible. You cannot be 

neutral about Jesus Christ. The fact that Jesus was born to Mary is well attested. Luke 

carefully brings forth the witnesses. Gabriel, Mary, Elizabeth, Zechariah, the Bethlehem 

shepherds, the angels, Simeon, and Anna all bear witness to Jesus. 

Today we look at the witness of Simeon and Anna when Jesus was 40 days old. If 

there is one overriding message in our text this morning it would be this: Our 

response to the unveiling of Jesus Christ reveals our true spiritual condition. Our 

attitude toward Jesus is the spiritual watershed showing our spiritual standing with 

God. So, what do these verses tell us about Jesus? 

1. Jesus is one whose life conformed to the will of God from its very beginning. 

v. 21-24 

 

These verses record 4 events of Jesus' earliest days. First, on the eighth day of his 

human life he was circumcised in accordance with the Law God had established for 

the Jewish people. 

 

At the same time, he was given the name Jesus in accordance to what God had 

commanded both Mary and Joseph. (Matthew 1:21, Luke 1:31) 

 

Third, when he was forty days old two things happened. His Mother had to bring a 

sacrifice to the temple as part of a purification ritual in accordance with the 

regulations set forth in Leviticus 12. This Luke notes in v.24, which also lets 



us know that Joseph and Mary were relatively poor bringing the offering prescribed in 

the Old Testament for poorer families- two birds instead of a lamb and a bird. 

 

Fourthly, Jesus was presented to the Lord in the temple as a firstborn son. This 

presentation was also prescribed in the Law. Its origin was the saving of the firstborn 

at the time of the Exodus (Exodus 13:2, 12-15) and its necessity was verified in Exodus 

22:29 and 34:20. This did not mean that every firstborn had to labor in the temple. 

God took the Levites in place of the firstborn. (Numbers 3). 

Instead, you presented your firstborn at the temple and paid a 5-shekel fee. What Luke 

is telling us is that everything about the early life of Jesus was kosher, in conformity 

with God's commands. This truth is one which the New Testament will confirm many 

times that Jesus' life perfectly conformed to God's will, that he was the sinless Lamb of 

God, uniquely qualified to make atonement for our sin. 

2. Jesus is the Fulfiller of our Deepest Expectations. V. 25-29 

 

(Woodstock& Snoopy) One of the things the elders will be doing is begin to talk about 

your expectations for your new associate pastor You may expect him to be 30 years old 

with 30 years of pastoral experience. He won’t meet all your expectations no matter 

how gifted he is. But Jesus met all of God’s expectations and ours too. The times into 

which Jesus was born were spiritually dark. God had been silent for 400 years. For 

many in Israel worship had become sham, a mere keeping of external rituals and rules 

apart from any inner spiritual reality. But there was a remnant who faithfully kept God's 

Word and believed God's promises. One of these was an old man named Simeon. He 

carefully kept God's Law. He expectantly awaited the coming of Messiah as promised in 

the Old Testament. On account of his holy and devout faith, God granted him a special 

prophetic revelation. The Holy Spirit revealed to Simeon that he would see the Messiah 

before he died. God now fulfilled that promise. The Holy Spirit guided Simeon into the 

temple at the same time that Jesus was being brought into the temple. What we should 

note is Simeon's response to Jesus in verses v. 28-29. He took Jesus in his arms and 

praised God. He acknowledged that God had fulfilled his promise: You are letting your 

servant depart in peace. The faithful servant had fulfilled his duties. The heavenly 

Master had kept his promises. Now Simeon can die contented, with his hopes secured. 

The Messiah had come. Jesus Christ is the fulfiller of our expectations. We can have 

confidence in him. He fulfills our longing for forgiveness (Ephesians 1:7). He answers 

our hope for eternal life (1 John 5:13). He gives our lives meaning. 

(Philippians 1:20). He satisfies our need for love (1 John 4:10). He fulfills our 

expectations for the future (John 14:3, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17). He gives us reason 

for joy (Philippians 4:4). He satisfies our desires to overcome sin and be righteous 

(Galatians 5:5). He fulfills our longings for fellowship with God (John 14:23). We live in 



a time of fear, loneliness, and doubt. We feel insignificant, inadequate, insecure, and 

unloved. Here is something to hang on to. Our security and significance is found in 

Jesus Christ alone. It is not found in our work, our friends, our families, our pleasures 

or in our accomplishments„ but in our relationship with Jesus Christ, who fulfills our 

expectations. Every week we are reminded of the fragile nature of life. This week will 

be no different. If we have Jesus as Savior, we can say with Simeon, "you are letting 

your servant depart in peace, expectantly awaiting the fulfillment of our hope. The 

great scientist Michael Faraday said, “I shall be with Christ and that is enough.” 

3. Jesus is our Savior. V. 30-32 

 

In verses 30 -32 Simeon lays out the reasons why he can depart in peace. This baby that 

he holds in his arms is the one bringing God's salvation. Certainly, when Simeon said 

this, he was thinking of salvation in Old Testament terms. Salvation, to him meant 

deliverance from enemies and the inauguration the righteous and just kingdom reign 

of Messiah. It does mean this, but it means even more. There is salvation from sin. It is 

this baby who will become the Savior through his death. As the prophet Isaiah put it, 

“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities, the 

punishment that brought us peace was upon him. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

each of us has turned to his own way, and the Lord had laid on him the iniquity of us 

all.” Jesus became the Savior in every sense of the word. He came by God's clearly-

revealed design, seen both in the prophecies of the Old Testament and in his unveiling 

on this earth before mankind. He was the light shining in the darkness: a light which 

revealed salvation to the Gentiles, leading them from spiritual darkness to the light of 

eternal life; a light to the Jewish people revealing glory. He is their glory and in and 

through him they will participate in the glory of his eternal kingdom. He can be our 

Savior too. 

 

4. Jesus is the revealer of the heart. V. 33-35 

 

In chemistry there are certain agents called indicators which, when added to another 

substance, show what the original substance was. The indicator brings about a color 

change. Jesus Christ is the spiritual indicator. Our response to Jesus Christ indicates 

our true spiritual condition. 

 

Joseph and Mary were amazed at Simeon's words. How did a perfect stranger know 

about these truths which the Lord had shown them? I'm sure it was difficult for them at 

times to realize the immensity of the miracle that had happened to Mary and the 

staggering reality of who Jesus actually was. Simeon called God's blessings down on 



them. Then he spoke to Mary. His words to her are the first indication that everything 

will not go as they expected. There will be opposition and rejection. Simeon says 

several important things here. 

 

1) Jesus was appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel. 

 

Is he saying that the mass of Israel will fall and rise or is the picture of some who rise 

and others who fall? In this context I believe he is saying that some will spiritually fall in 

unbelief and into judgment while others will be lifted up by Jesus unto salvation, Jesus 

will be at the same time a means of deliverance for those who believe in him and a 

means of judgment for those who reject him. He is either the rock upon which we stand 

secure or the rock under which we are crushed, As Paul put it in 2 Corinthians 2 either” 

the smell of death or the fragrance of life. 

 

2) Jesus is a sign from God. He is an indicator of God's intentions: of what God plans 

to do. Yet, he will not be accepted by all. Some will oppose him. Some will reject 

him. 

 

3) Jesus will bring pain to Mary. Parents understand this to a degree, that children 
are both a cause for joy and bringers of sorrow. Jesus' rejection will bring a sword of 
sorrow to pierce Mary's heart. Here is a picture in advance at Mary at the foot of the 
cross some thirty years later. 

 

4) How people respond to Jesus reveals their true spiritual condition. 

 V.35. To reject Jesus is to reject God's salvation. Hebrew  

 

5. He is our reason to be thankful. V. 36-39 

These verses tell us another one who met Jesus in the temple courts. Her name was 

Anna. All we are told about her was that she was a godly 84 year old widow woman 

and a prophetess who gave thanks for Jesus and became another of those who bore 

witness Jesus as the redeemer. 

There is no room for neutrality when it comes to Jesus Christ. You either have a heart 

of belief leading to eternal life or a heart of unbelief leading to eternal judgment. How 

you and I respond to Jesus determines our eternal destiny. C. S. Lewis put it plainly: 

You must make your choice. Either this man was and is the Son of God or else a 

madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit on him and 

kill him as a demon, or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God. This baby 

was much more than a baby. He was God, bringing salvation, peace, satisfaction, light, 



glory, hope, and joy. We must choose to receive him or reject him. There is no neutral 

ground. 

 

What is your response to Jesus? 

 

 

 

 


