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There are times in life when obedience to God will cause tension and even 

pain in the most significant relationships in life. It’s not that we want to 

cause pain or tension in those relationships, but we are caught between 

what God values and what other people value, and it requires us to make 

hard choices.  In fact, our loyalty to God is never tested more severely than 

when it disrupts or threatens family relationships. When a family member 

embraces a lifestyle that you cannot support with a good conscience, you 

may need to make choices that invoke stress in your relationship. Or when 

the call of God on your life requires painful sacrifice for extended family and 

friends, following that call may include strands of grief. For example, the 

grief of seeing your children answer the call to serve God in a faraway and 

dangerous country. Sometimes we need to be reminded that  our children 

are not our own, and that our purpose in raising them is not to be confined 

to our expectations, but to respond to the call of God on their lives.  

 

As we conclude this short series in Luke 1-2 surrounding Christmas, we 

discover that already at the age of 12, the boy Jesus had a pure passion to 

honor His heavenly Father that would result in in a fearful and painful 

experience for Mary and Joseph. And… 

 

Just as Jesus’ godly humanity demonstrates supreme devotion to His 

heavenly Father over every other relationship in His life, so we too must 

submit every relationship and loyalty to our heavenly Father.  

 

Today’s passage is the only legitimate account we have of Jesus’s adolescent 

years. And while this passage is instructive to us on many levels, the most 

important insight theologically is that Jesus understands His life through one 

primary lens—His relationship with His heavenly Father. And this is worked 

out as the Son of God, having embraced true and full humanity apart from 

sin, must also go through the process of growing up as boy.  
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1. As a boy, Jesus benefited from the guidance of His parents who 

raised Him in the fear and instruction of the Lord (Luke 2:41-45).  

 

Joseph and Mary were devoted to the ways of God. We already saw earlier 

in Luke 2 how they were diligent in their obedience. They had given Him the 

name Jesus as God had commanded (21). They fulfilled the purification 

rights according to the law of Moses and brought Him to the temple to be 

presented to the Lord along with their sacrifice (22-24).   

 

Now we are told in vs. 41 that they went to Jerusalem every year for the 

Feast of Passover. This was the celebration of God’s deliverance of His 

people from slavery in Egypt. Only the men were required to travel to 

Jerusalem for Passover, so it seems to be a mark of earnest devotion for the 

whole family to make this eighty-mile trip, especially given their poverty (vs. 

24—the sacrifice of those who could not afford a lamb).  

 

The point is that Joseph and Mary provided a home where the things of God 

were faithfully practiced even though it was costly to them. And Jesus 

would benefit from their godly devotion as He grew in wisdom and stature. 

Only God can grant spiritual sight, yet He often works through means of 

grace that parents can lead their children in. Means of grace are the kinds of 

activities we can participate in that God particularly works through to 

dispense grace in our lives, like studying the Scriptures, prayer, worship, and 

fellowship with other believers.  

 

Parents, if Jesus who was without sin, grew in wisdom and benefited from a 

God-honoring home life, how much more should we be diligent to provide 

spiritual instruction and example for our children? This particular trip to 

Jerusalem took place just before Jesus turned 13 years old, which the Jews 

considered the age of discernment. In Jewish tradition a boy became a man 

at age thirteen and was fully responsible for keeping God’s law.1 And while 

that may seem like a stretch today when our kids (and their parents) are 

preoccupied with cell phones, Instagram reels, and video games, it’s a 



reminder that our aim as parents is to intentionally prepare our children for 

godly manhood and womanhood. It’s a reminder that we steward well the 

early years to help our children grow in the wisdom of God.  

 

2. As a boy, Jesus grew in wisdom and stature under the gracious 

favor of God (Luke 2:40, 46-47, 52).  

 

Luke frames this passage with bookends in [vss. 40 & 52] (Note that grace 

(40) and favor (52) are the same Grk word). The emphasis in these verses is 

on Jesus’ humanity. Though He is the Son of God, He still had to grow and 

develop as human, not only physically but in wisdom. So when we see Jesus 

in vss. 46-47 sitting among the teachers, listening, asking questions, and 

amazing them with His understanding and answers, we should not be too 

quick to simply say, well Jesus is the Son of God and therefore knows all 

things. That would fail to represent Jesus’ true humanity here. The question 

we are facing is, now could Jesus be fully God and yet as a man have to 

grow in wisdom.  

Philippians 2 gives us some insight into the incarnation that may be helpful 

at this point. Paul tells us that although Jesus existed in the form of God, He 

did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 

Himself, taking on the form of a bondservant, and being made in the 

likeness of man.” In other words, Jesus voluntarily suspended the 

independent use of His divine privileges by subjecting Himself to the Father. 

So the wisdom and insight that Jesus displays before the teachers of the law 

are not so much the display of divine omniscience, but rather the result of 

the wisdom He gained from His communion with the Father which was not 

clouded by the corruption of sin in His life. God was displaying His favor on 

12-year-old Jesus by lavishing Him with wisdom and insight.  

This is not a picture of Jesus’ omniscience which we just pass off as 

unattainable for other humans but rather it’s a template for human wisdom 

that exceeds one’s years because of an intimate relationship with God. 

Given the emphasis on Jesus’ humanity in this passage, I suggest to you that 

we carefully consider that children and teenagers are capable of spiritual 

insight as they learn to walk with God. And while they have the 
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disadvantage of a sin nature which negatively impacts their minds and 

spiritual senses, they may also experience God’s favor as they learn to walk 

according to God’s word. I often say, the Holy Spirit is no respecter of age 

when it comes to shaping the fear of God in those whose hearts are tender 

toward God. He can do it in young children who may not yet have the 

intellectual ability to articulate complex theological concepts yet can grasp a 

sense of the greatness and holiness of God who is to be feared and loved. 

This should be a great encouragement to parents and Sunday School 

teachers who teach young children, that as you teach in a way that is God-

centered—not just teaching a set of morals but helping children in simple 

ways see the majesty of God and Jesus—God is working in ways you can’t 

see to shape the fear of God in those young hearts.  

This is precisely why we should be diligent to teach our children God’s word 

and model it in our homes on a day-to-day basis. This is why we should 

invest in teaching each other’s kids through children’s ministry. This is why 

we must not settle for diluted youth ministry but rather provide an 

enjoyable and highly relational ministry for teens that digs deep into the 

Scriptures so that they can know God and experience His favor.  

Let me speak directly to our 180 kids for a moment. Jesus, as a boy who was 

beginning to approach young manhood, models the kind of heart that you 

too can pursue. A heart that is hungry for the things of God. Ask God for a 

passion to know the deep things of God! By the way, what we see in vs. 46 

was the typical way students were instructed—in a question-and-answer 

discussion format. Doug does a great job asking questions from the Bible on 

Sunday nights, and I want to encourage you to enter into the dialogue 

wholeheartedly. Don’t be intimidated. It’s not just about knowing right 

answers but about discovery and discussion that leads to understanding and 

insight. So bring the same energy to the teaching time that you do to game 

time.  

Darrell Bock said, “Jesus is portrayed as a boy with a thirst to understand 

and discuss spiritual questions.”2 Parents, do we pray for God to give our 

kids that unquenchable thirst? A thirst that will lead to an unintimidated 

loyalty to God. 

 



3. As a boy, Jesus was guided by a passion to honor and obey His 

heavenly Father, over all other God-given loyalties (Luke 2:48-50). 

 

This passionate hunger and thirst to honor His heavenly Father led to a 

family crisis. When the family left Jerusalem to return home, Joseph and 

Mary assumed that Jesus was with other close traveling friends and family, 

and didn’t realize that He had stayed back in Jerusalem. The text gives no 

indication of irresponsibility on Mary and Joseph’s part, nor does it suggest 

defiance on Jesus’ part. But when Joseph and Mary discovered He was not 

with them, you can imagine the fear and stress they must have felt, having 

to endure a sleepless night before returning to the metropolis to look for 

their son.  

 

But what we want to focus on here is Jesus’ response to His worried parents 

when they found Him in the temple engaged in theological discussions. Vs. 

49: “Why is it that you were looking for Me?” In other words, Jesus was 

surprised that they would not expect to find Him in the temple. “Did you not 

know that I had to be in My Father’s house?” (49). 

 

This statement by Jesus is the pinnacle of this text. These are the first words 

recorded of Jesus and they reveal His personal identity. We were told earlier 

in Luke 1:32 that Jesus would be called the Son of the Most High. And now 

Jesus refers to God has His Father—in personal terms far more intimate 

than any Jew of His day would consider appropriate. Jesus’ self-awareness 

of His purpose was to live in a manner that pleased His heavenly Father 

above all else, even when it strained His relationship with His relationship 

with his family causing stress and fear. What we must see here is the 

beginning of something that will be confirmed over and over again in the 

life of Jesus. Nothing will get in the way of Jesus’ obedience to His Father’s 

will.3 Jesus’ passion to honor and obey His heavenly Father would take 

precedence over every other loyalty in His life, including His family.  

 

This is a snapshot of a transition that Jesus is going through in His growing 

years. A transition that every parent is called to prepare their children for. 
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We teach, correct, and discipline our children not only to obey us but so 

that one day they will give their obedience to a higher allegiance—to God 

Himself. Our goal is for our children to surpass their loyalty to us by giving 

their highest allegiance to God—this is the sign of true maturity.  

 

By the way, vs. 50 tells us Joseph and Mary didn’t really understand what 

Jesus said in that moment. This reminds us that understanding God’s will 

and calling is not something we fall into naturally.4 We need to pray for our 

children and for ourselves to be blessed with spiritual discernment.  

 

The question at hand is, how will we who follow Jesus give our heavenly 

Father the supreme place of honor with our obedience and desire to please 

Him?  

 

4. As a boy, Jesus honored his heavenly Father though His submission 

to His earthly parents (51).   

 

Young people, notice that Jesus’ desire to supremely honor God did not 

remove His responsibility to honor His earthly parents as they sought to 

honor God. Vs. 51 says that He returned with them to Nazareth “and 

continued in subjection to them…” This demonstrates that submitting to 

proper God-given authorities over us is as honorable as Christ Himself. And 

even these early years of submitting to God by submitting to His parents 

was a steppingstone to the ultimate example of honorable submission in 

Gethsemane where Jesus, at the cost of His life, would resolve to pray, “Not 

My will but Yours be done.”  

 

Finally young people, notice that God honored the honorable and 

submissive life of His 12-year-old Son. Vs. 51: “and Jesus kept increasing in 

wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” If you want to have 

favor with the right people, the best thing you can do is to walk in the favor 

of God by seeking to please Him above all else in all things.  
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This snapshot from the early years of Jesus’ life is so encouraging at several 

levels:  

 We see God working through the intentional and imperfect efforts 

of earthly parents. God can work in our children’s lives beyond what 

we can understand in the moment.  

 We see the humanity of Jesus who can identity not only with our 

general experiences of life, but the challenging years of transitioning 

from childhood to manhood. Teenagers, Jesus understands when 

you and your parents struggle to understand each other.  

 We see that through Christ teenagers can have a passionate love for 

God, a desire to know the deep things of God through His word, and  

a desire to please Him above all else. Teenagers, do you see Jesus 

setting the pace for you?  

 We see that kids/teenagers can experience the favor of God and 

gain spiritual insight.  

 We see the ultimate goal of our daily lives, to imitate Jesus by giving 

our highest allegiance to God in delighting to do His will.  

 

It seems appropriate today, as Doug begins His new role as our interim 

Youth Director, to pray for him and for our ministry to our teens. This is no 

way diminishes the role of parents in the spiritual formation of kids but 

seeks to support your role in the context of the wider body of Christ.  

 

Prayer:  

 Parents: intentional influence on children’s spiritual formation 

 Teenagers: have a growing love for God and passion to know His 

word and walk in obedience to Him. 

 Doug and Youth team: to have God’s favor to disciple and 

encourage our kids in God’s word in ways that will help establish 

them as true followers of Jesus.  

 Season of fervent spiritual awakening and renewal through 180.  


