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Have you ever been falsely accused of something or had your character 

slandered? If you have, then you know that it is an understatement to say 

that being falsely accused or slandered is deeply frustrating. In fact, it can 

drive us to anger because we are being treated with injustice. It results in 

sleepless nights, a relentless churning over and over in our soul, as we long 

for vindication—for the  truth to come out and set the record straight.  

 

Well, this where we find Job in chapter 22. God has allowed Satan to assault 

Job and while Satan is seeking to destroy Job’s faith, we know that God’s 

purpose is to test Job’s faith and prove it genuine. This has resulted in the 

total collapse of Job’s wealth, the death of his 10 children, and a prolonged 

agonizing illness that is wracking his body with pain. As though this is not 

enough suffering for Job, his friends who have come to visit him have 

unwisely and insensitively assumed that Job’s suffering is the result of some 

egregious sin in his life and they attempt to manipulate Job to confess 

unknown sins that he has not committed. Not only has Job been slandered 

and falsely accused of being wicked in general, but now in chapter 22 

Eliphaz falsely accuses Job of an imaginary list of specific sins.  

 

Job 22 – Falsely Accused  

 

[22:5-7, 9-10] It’s important to see in chapter 22 that Eliphaz not only 

misrepresents Job’s character, but also God’s. He begins in vs. 2 by saying, 

“Can a man be profitable to God?”...Vs. 3:  “Is it any pleasure to the 

Almighty if you are in the right, or is it gain to him if you make your ways 

blameless?” What Eliphaz is suggesting is that God is so transcendent and 

distant from us “that the good or evil that humans do is of no concern to 

Him (22:3).”1 Apparently, in the heat of the moment, Eliphaz fails to realize 

that “if human behavior means nothing to God, the whole retribution 

 
1 Daniel Estes, Job (Teach the Text commentary series), pg. 135.  
2 Ibid.  

principle, which insists that God always rewards the righteous and always 

punishes the wicked, is invalidated.”2  

 

Furthermore, it completely undermines Eliphaz’s call for Job to get right 

with God in vs. 21-30. It’s actually a beautiful call to repentance, except for 

the fact that it’s based on false accusations [22:21-24, 25-27]. There is an 

assumption here that Job has loved his wealth in place of God. Let this be a 

reminder to us, that attempting to read the motivations of one another’s 

hearts is always dangerous. Assumptions lead to false accusations which 

prove detrimental to everyone involved.  

 

Job 23 – Where is God? 

 

Job’s response to these false accusations is a deep ache in his soul to find 

God, the Judge, to hear his case and prove him innocent. [23:3-4] 

Unfortunately, Job can’t seem to find God or get a response from Him. 

[23:8-9]  

 

Job is so convinced of his innocence, that his heart is right before God, that 

he is willing to face God in court (4). Look at his confidence in  [23:10] The 

idea here is not so much that Job is being purified, but that his genuineness 

is being proven. Keep in mind that when God tests us, it is not because He 

doesn’t already know what’s in our hearts, but rather to reveal what is in 

our hearts. Adversity will reveal the true quality of our lives below the 

surface.3  [11-12] What a beautiful example of how we ought to seek to live 

faithfully before God. Notice in vs. 12 that how Job lives is a reflection of 

what Job treasures. How we live reflects what we truly love because our 

behavior is an overflow of the affections of our heart.4 

 

Even though Job has been faithful to God, he also realizes that God is free to 

do as He pleases and cannot be manipulated or coerced. [23:13-16] The 

result is that Job is afraid of God because he has come to believe that God is 

against him. Why? Because Job is unable to discern the difference between 

3 Ibid., 144.  
4 Ibid., 142.  



God’s purposes and Satan’s purposes in his suffering. So, quite 

understandably, Job wrestles with disillusionment.   

 

Job 24 – Why does God wait to execute justice?  

 

Yet, Job is unwilling to give up on what he knows to be true about God, even 

through he struggles to reconcile it with what he sees happening around 

him. Chapter 24 opens by Job asking, “Why are not times of judgment kept 

by the Almighty, and why do those who know him never see his days?” In 

other words, why does God not act swiftly to judge the wicked and why 

does he wait to vindicate his children? This question is a big deal in every 

age—why does God wait to bring down those who do evil?  

 

Chapter 24 can be summarized as an account of all the things that Job sees 

the wicked seeming to get away with as God delays His judgement: theft (2), 

oppressing the poor (3-12), murder (14), adultery (15). They all seem to get 

away with their heinous crimes (12c), yet Job concludes that a day will come 

when God will bring all to account. [24:24-25] Why does Job make this 

point? To demonstrate to his friends that because God does not always 

punish wrongdoing immediately, it is possible for the righteous to suffer 

unjustly (like Job) and the wicked to temporarily prosper.  

 

Job 25 – A misconception of God is a false god.  

 

Now Bildad the Brutal jumps back into the conversation in chapter 25. 

[25:2-6] It may appear as though Bildad has a high view of God, but in 

reality he emphasizes God’s transcendence (God’s exceeding greatness) to 

the extent that he not only diminishes but eliminates other essential 

attributes of God resulting in a distorted view of God and man. His 

conclusion is not that man has great dignity as an image-bearer of God, but 

that he is a mere worm or maggot before God who could never hope to be 

pure or right before God. While it is true that man is sinful and impure 

before God, Bildad has overlooked the grace and mercy of God which 

enables us to be reconciled to God.  

 

Beware of having an imbalance of attributes in your view of God. If we are 

not careful to have a wholistic understanding of the attributes of God, we 

may end up worshiping a god who is a figment of our imagination, rather 

than the true God of the Bible. For example, stressing the love of God to the 

exclusion of the holiness of God is not the God of the Bible. Or stressing the 

transcendence of God (the exceeding greatness of God) apart from an 

understanding of the immanence or nearness of God will result in a 

distorted relationship with God. Overemphasizing the friendship of God 

without proper reverence for His greatness will result in a man-centered 

God rather than God-centered worship. And if we have a misconception of 

God, we will most certainly fail to have a proper understanding of people 

created in His image—we will devalue people, rather than regarding them 

with dignity and respect.  

 

Job 26 – The Mystery of God’s Greatness  

 

Job seems to interrupt Bildad in chapter 26 with cutting sarcasm. [26:2-3] 

Then Job demonstrates that he does not need to be instructed or convinced 

of God’s majesty.  

 [26:5-6] God transcends time, life, and death. You cannot escape 

from God, even in death! 

 [7] God is the creator of the heavens and earth; He suspends them 

in space—who else can do that!? 

 [8] With modern science we may have a better understanding of 

the water cycle than Job did not have in his day, and yet, we should 

be amazed that God collects water vapor, suspends it in the clouds 

and then causes it to condense into rain that can either nourish or 

destroy the earth. The more we discover scientifically, the more we 

should be amazed at the intricacy of all that God has made and how 

He controls it.  

 [9-13] God commands the clouds, the horizon (sunrise and sunset), 

and thunderstorms. By His hand storms rage and cease 

(Rahab/fleeing serpent are akin to Leviathan, mythical creatures 

from the culture that Job uses to symbolically represent God’s rule 

over chaos in His created order) 

 [14]  Job’s point is that of all the great and powerful things that God 

does, we see but a small sample of His greatness. His power and 

wisdom exceed human understanding!  

 



Bildad and Job both seem to present a high view of God, but the difference 

is that Bildad’s God is subject to inflexible principles, like retribution 

(rewarding good and punishing evil). Bildad’s God is locked in a cage—a 

system. But Job’s God is free! Free to work according to His own character 

in ways that exceed human understanding. Bildad’s god is predictable, but 

Job’s God is mysterious.  

 

If there’s one thing we should glean from the book of Job, its that God is 

free to work in ways that exceed our understanding, yet for our good and 

His glory beyond what we can comprehend. You say, “But I don’t 

understand how God is working for my good in this situation!” The best 

answer I can give you is this: what's most important is not that you 

understand or receive a justification from God regarding your situation. 

What's most important is that you know who God is and therefore can trust 

him. You say, “but how can I trust him if I can't understand what he's 

doing?” Well, let me remind you that we must not reverse the roles. He is 

the Father and we are His children. As our Father, you should expect God to 

make decisions that we cannot understand from our childish perspective.  

 

In fact, situations that cause us to confront the mystery of God's Providence 

press us to the very core purpose of our lives--to know God and glorify him 

by trusting him as sovereign, good, and just even when we can't understand 

what he is doing. Life Principle: God receives greater glory when we trust 

him according to His character beyond our understanding of His ways, 

than when we reserve our trust only for the times when we can 

understand His reasons for what He is doing. Which is a better child, the 

one who only obeys when they understand and approve of Dad and mom’s 

reasoning? Or the one who obeys out of trust in their parent’s love and 

wisdom?5 In fact, demanding answers from God is precisely what will get Job into trouble.  

 

Take note that Job would not diminish the greatness of God or erode God’s 

character to explain his own situation (“God must not be in control, 

 
5 Young children who are not expected to obey without an immediate explanation, 

will be inclined toward self-centeredness that craves control, rather than 

developing a healthy sense of trust that creates a paradigm for faith in God. 

Learning to trust and obey parents prepares kids to trust and obey God.  

good…”).6 Furthermore, in chapter 27 we are going to see Job’s integrity by 

not denying his innocence.  

 

Job 27 – Job’s Integrity to not relinquish His Innocence  

 

Chapter 27:2 begins with “as God lives…” What God? The God whom even 

the dead cannot escape. The God who rules over His creation. The God 

whose ways exceed our understanding into the realm of mystery. As this 

God lives…[4-6] In other words, I will not sacrifice my integrity by pleading 

guilty to crimes I did not commit.  

 

Throughout the rest of chapter 27, Job goes on to warn that God will indeed 

punish the wicked, including those who have falsely accused him. Now Job 

is turning the retribution doctrine around on his friends who have slandered 

and falsely accused him of wrongs he didn’t commit. Job serves as an 

example here to keep holding to the justice of God when we are treated 

unjustly and to place our adversaries in God’s hands rather than seeking our 

own revenge.7 You don’t have to get even, but you do have to get humble before God.  

 

Job 28 – Where Is Wisdom?  

 

Chapter 28 is a discourse on wisdom. Remember, Job’s conclusion at the 

end of chapter 26 is that we have seen but the fringes of God’s ways and 

wisdom. And we understand less than we see. There is a degree of mystery 

that we must embrace when we ponder the ways of God. Yet navigating 

mystery requires wisdom. And as Job testifies in chapter 28, only God knows 

the path to wisdom.8  

 

[28:1-3] [7] The essence of 28:1-11 is that man has been able to mine the 

depths of earth and find precious commodities, like gold, silver, and copper. 

This search has taken him beyond the places where wild animals roam. Yet, 

6 Daniel Estes, 161.  
7 Ibid., 167-168. 
8 Job 28 reads like an interlude in the book. Its possible that chapter 28 is narration, 

but  



man cannot find wisdom by his own searching. [28:12-15] Wisdom cannot 

be found in this world, nor can it be purchased. [28:20, 23-28] 

 

Job 28:28 – “Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away 

from evil is understanding.”  

 

Wisdom is the way of life. The only other option is the way of the fool 

whose life ends in destruction. Do you value wisdom? Do you want wisdom? 

Then you must walk in the fear of the Lord. Fearing God means is having a 

heart and attitude of reverential love toward God that leads to right living 

according to His values. Because God is holy, walking in the fear of God 

means turning away from evil.  

 

This means that no true wisdom can be found apart from fighting sin. Sin 

obstructs wisdom. And you can’t have victory over sin apart from walking 

with God—you can’t do it in your own strength. But God grants wisdom to 

those who fear Him and turn away from evil. This, by the way, summarizes 

Job’s life. Remember, the Lord told us in 2:3 that Job was a “blameless and 

upright man, one who feared God and turned away from evil.” That means 

that Job is a man of wisdom.  

 

But what about you? What cherished sin is standing in the way of wisdom 

for you? What sin are you fighting and turning away from because you fear 

God and don’t want to face His discipline? What sin are you fighting and 

turning away from because you want to walk in God’s favor and blessing?  

 

Walking in the fear of God is not something you say you do, it’s something 

you do, something you demonstrate by resisting sin for the purpose of 

honoring God. If you have sin that you love and are not willing to forsake, 

you are on a paved road headed toward a cliff.  But if you fear God, the road 

may be full of potholes, but its destination is paradise!  

 

Job 29 – Remembering God’s Past Blessing 

 

In chapter 29, Job reflects on what life was like before calamity struck when 

He basked in the friendship of God who lavished His blessing on him. [29:1-

6] Job goes on to remember the honor and respect he carried in the 

community (7-11) and then he recounts the ways that his life was fruitful 

under God’s favor…[29:12-17] Notice that Job not only helped the needy, 

but he also confronted and overcame their oppressors.  

 

Job 30 – Lamenting His Present Suffering and Disgrace 

 

[30:1] Once Job had been the most respected and honored man, not only 

for his wealth but also for his generosity and wisdom. But now he is laughed 

at by men whom he would not even hire to herd his sheep.   

 

[30:9-11] They take cheap shots at Job because he is vulnerable and 

defenseless. [30:16] Job again returns to lamenting the blessing he lost, and 

the disgrace and suffering he has gained. Job feels as though God is tossing 

him about in the storm and that hope is fragile (22, 26). Yet as we come to 

Job’s final words in chapter 31, he rises up to defend his honor once more.  

 

Job 30 – Final Defense for Future Vindication  

 

Job makes his final appeal in chapter 31 by displaying a thorough 

examination of his life and his readiness to bear the consequences if he can 

be proven guilty of outstanding sin. Sixteen times Job uses “if” statements in 

a formal oath to introduce categories of sin that his life is free of. Then in vs. 

35 Job pleads with someone to hear his case, calling on the Almighty to hear 

him, and figuratively signing his name to his defense.  

 

As I read chapter 31, let me encourage you to be taking an inventory of your 

own life. Is there any category where you need to turn away from sin or are 

you walking in the fear of God in these specific areas of life (sexual lust, 

dishonesty, lust of the eyes/idolatry, adultery, injustice toward 

servants/employees, withholding from the poor, love of money, rejoicing 

over one’s enemies, generosity/hospitality, hiding sin rather than 

addressing it, stewardship). [Job 31]  

 

How could Job be so sure that he was blameless in all of these areas of life? 

Because he had been walking in the fear of God and turning away from evil, 

which included taking a careful inventory of his life. What chapter 31 is not, 

is the boast of a self-righteous man who denies that he struggles with sin. It 



is a man who has been falsely accused, a man who will not let go of his 

integrity as we wait for the justice of God to come. Job is pleading for (if not 

demanding) God to defend Him.  

 

What about us? Who will be our defender, especially when our struggle is 

not so much defending our innocence but needing to be cleared of our guilt. 

The good news is that we have a Defender who was more righteous than 

Job. One who defends us, not because we are innocent, but because we are 

forgiven. One who paid the penalty of our sin so that we could be reconciled 

to God. One who forever stands as our advocate.  

 

If you are searching for God, He can only be found in a relationship with 

Jesus Christ. If you are searching for wisdom, Christ is the fullness of God’s 

wisdom and He offers Himself to those who trust in Him. Jesus bore the 

punishment for your sin on the cross to empower you to walk in the fear of 

God and turn away from evil. You can’t do it on your own. You turn away 

from evil by turning to Christ. You cannot serve two masters. You cannot 

insist on loving your sin and expect to receive the benefits of a loving 

advocate who is holy and wars against the sin that enslaves you. You must 

choose.  

 

The good news is that whether you have been falsely accused or it is your 

sin that accuses you, Jesus stands ready as your advocate.   

 

Let me give you a moment to pray. What stands between you and Christ as 

your Advocate? There is only one wise option. Forsake you sin in surrender 

to Christ.  


