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Well, the long-winded debate between Job and his three friends regarding 

the source of Job’s great suffering has come to an end. Yet a fourth friend, 

who has been listening to the entire conversation, now interjects his own 

perspective. And the big question in Job 32-37 is, what to do with Elihu? I 

say that because there is debate among scholars as how to interpret Elihu. 

Some see him as a prophet and some see him as a fool. Personally, I see him 

like a man—a man who has some valuable truth to share, but from a limited 

ability to understand what’s happening in the world around him, and in 

particular, what’s happening in Job’s world.  

 

Elihu has been patient, giving preference to the older friends who were 

expected to have more wisdom. Elihu has a more balanced theology, which 

is refreshing, yet he also speaks with a youthful pride and zeal that fails to 

comprehend what he himself doesn’t understand. One key difference to be 

aware of is that Elihu’s focus is not so much the source of the Job’s 

suffering, but on how Job responds to his suffering. In other words, the 

three friends have insisted that Job is suffering because of sin he 

committed, while Elihu suggests that Job’s suffering has enticed him to sin.  

 

As you have heard me say many times before, what happens to us is not 

nearly as important as how we respond to what happens to us. And when 

we suffer unjustly, one of the greatest temptations that we will face is the 

temptation to become self-righteous rather than growing in humility. For 

example, when you have a conflict with someone, even if 90% of the 

responsibility for the conflict belongs to the other person, we have to deal 

with our 10%. But our tendency is to minimize our 10% in comparison to the 

other person’s greater fault. And in doing that, we feed self-righteousness 

by justifying our sinful response to the other person’s sin. As Paul David 

Tripp has said, “We tend to respond sinfully to being sinned against” 

(Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hands).  

 
1 The following four summary points are credited to David Allen, Exalting Jesus in 

Job (Christ-centered Exposition series), pg. 153-164. 

But what about Job? He has suffered greatly, not because he has sinned. He 

can’t see Satan’s hand in it. All he can see is his own innocence and he 

begins to perceive that God is not treating him fairly. Job has become so 

fixated on his lack of sin, that he begins demanding answers from God, even 

wanting to take God to court. Job is faithful in that he does not ultimately 

abandon his faith in God as Satan supposed he would through suffering. But 

beware, that focusing on one’s innocence (lack of sin) accelerates the 

growth of pride. And next week we will see that God Himself (who alone 

knows Job’s heart perfectly) will rebuke Job for a heart that is willing to find 

fault with God and argue with His ways.  

 

Chapter 32 introduces us to Elihu. [32:1-5] Elihu is angry with Job because 

he has become self-righteous, being more intent on justifying his own 

character, even over God’s character. And Elihu is angry with the three 

friends for not successfully correcting Job. Their answers proved insufficient. 

But notice that we are told 4x’s that Elihu burned with anger. His motivation 

is anger, not love. Yet we need to ask if this is sinful anger or righteous 

indignation. It could be righteous indignation since Elihu is particularly 

jealous for God’s honor. However, in light of the fact that we are told 4x’s 

that Elihu burned with anger, we should also keep in mind that in the 

wisdom literature (in which Job is included) anger is represented as a mark 

of a fool, rather than a characteristic of the wise. Perhaps we have a bit of 

both here. By the way, if you tend to be a black and white person with little tolerance for 

gray (or flexibility in considering other options), it is possible (like Elihu) to wield the truth out 

of jealousy for God’s honor in a way that wounds rather than heals. Elihu has truth but he 

handles it like an adolescent, overconfident and unaware of his blind spots.  

 

The rest of chapter 32 is Elihu’s defense of why he has the right to speak. In 

essence he says that wisdom does not just come with age, but ultimately 

from God (7-10). And so Elihu presumes to confidently put everyone in their 

place.  

 

In the course of four long, consecutive speeches, Elihu affirms four truths 

about God that we must not abandon:1  

 



1. God is not silent (Job 33).  

 

Job has complained of God’s silence, that He has not given answers for Job’s 

suffering. Elihu wants to remind Job that God speaks in many ways that we 

may not perceive. But first Elihu claims to speak on behalf of God. [33:1-7]  

[33:9-11] Elihu claims to quote Job here, but did Job actually say that? This 

is Elihu’s interpretation of what Job said. Job never claimed to be sinless. His 

argument was that his suffering was not caused by sin he committed.  

 

[33:12-14] This may be simple, but it is really significant: “God is greater 

than man. Why do you contend against Him?” In other words, “Job, don’t 

think of yourself as equal to God. You have found fault with His silence, but 

God speaks in ways we may not perceive.” And then Elihu goes on to 

mention two ways in which God speaks. First, in vs. 15-18, God speaks 

through visions and dreams to warn men and restrain their pride and save 

their life (Examples of God speaking this way: Joseph, Daniel, Paul, John).  

 

Second, in vs. 19-30, he suggests that God speaks through sickness and pain. 

That is, he uses sickness as a way of rebuking man and getting his attention. 

And then God may send an angel or messenger to correct him (tell him what 

is right) and mercifully deliver him with a ransom, and thereby restore his 

righteousness. I don’t know what angel or messenger Elihu has in mind, but 

we have a better Redeemer in Jesus who restores our righteousness.  

 

Notice the result of listening to God’s rebuke through sickness: [33:27-30] 

Elihu seems to be telling Job that his sickness is a messenger calling him to 

repent. “Job should not reject his pain as an unwelcome intruder, but 

should value it as God’s agent of conviction that can lead to his 

restoration.”2 While Elihu has not properly diagnosed the purpose of Job’s 

pain and sickness, there is a general principle here that we should not 

overlook. From a NT perspective we know that God has many good 

purposes he wants to fulfill in our life through suffering (12 reasons). We 

would be wise not to reject our suffering as a mere enemy or intruder, but 

also look for how God wants to use the surgical knife for good in our lives.  

 

 
2 Daniel Estes, Job (Teach the Text Commentary), pg. 202-203. 

We too may walk through seasons of testing in which God seems to be 

silent—not providing the answers we desire. Yet those are times for us to 

dig deeper into God’s word where God is always speaking by His Spirit to 

give us hope, instruction, and even needed correction along the way. And 

remember, “God’s people live on promises [by faith], not on explanations 

[alone].”3 Don’t wait for ‘answers’ to entrust yourself to God!  

 

2. God is not unjust (Job 34). 

 

Elihu is pretty hard on Job and again misrepresents what Job has said. [34:7-

9] Job said something similar to this in 21:14-15, but he was actually saying 

that this is what the wicked say. The closest quotation to vs. 9 is actually the 

words of Eliphaz in 22:2. Though Elihu again misinterprets Job, he does 

speak rightly of God’s justice in [34:10, 12-15]. Elihu is saying that God 

cannot act unjustly nor does He have any superior to answer to. Therefore, 

He has the right to put the entire human race to death.  

Then to God’s justice and supreme authority, Elihu adds God’s omniscience 

in [34:21-23]. Elihu’s point is that God does not need to put a man on trial in 

a court of law, because He already knows all that there is to know about his 

heart. In other words, it is arrogant for a man to demand that God meet him 

in court to justify His ways.  

Elihu’s conclusion at the end of chapter 34 is that Job has added rebellion to 

his sin by multiplying his words against God (37). Though may not always be 

precise in his assessment of Job, its true that Job has called into question 

the administration of God’s justice, called into question the faithfulness of 

God’s love (by believing God is against Him), and he’s demanded vindication 

from God.  

The warning for us in chapter 34 is this: When we can’t understand the 

justice of God’s ways from our limited understanding, we must be careful 

to not critique God as though we are His equal or superior—as though God 

must tailor His justice to our demands (vs. 33, NLT). The question is, 

3 Warren Wiersbe, Chapter-by-Chapter Bible Commentary, pg. 284. 



“should God repay you on your terms when you have rejected His” (David 

Allen, vs. 33).4  

3. God is not uncaring (Job 35).  

 

Job had interpreted God’s silence as not only indifference (being uncaring) 

toward him, but also as evidence that God had turned against him.    

 

Yet in chapter 35, Elihu is going to suggest a different interpretation of 

God’s silence. In 35:2 Elihu challenges Job by again overstating what Job 

said. He says, do you think it is just to say that you are righteous before 

God? Elihu is pitting ”Job’s claim of innocence against his complaint that 

God has acted unjustly toward him.”5 6 Elihu interprets Job’s claim of 

innocent as thinking himself to be more righteous than God. Job doesn’t 

actually say that, but he defends his innocence so fervently and questions 

God’s administration of justice so vigorously that he seems to be claiming a 

greater righteousness than God by which He is judging God. At least that is 

Elihu’s perspective. He views Job as prideful.  

 

So he proceeds to inform Job that the reason people cry out to God and do 

not get an answer is because their pride stands in the way. [35:12-14] 

Elihu’s point is that the pride of demanding something from God leaves 

faith-less prayers empty. While it is true that pride renders prayer 

ineffective (God is opposed to the proud but gives grace to the humble), 

Elihu is insinuating that Job is an evil-doer and overlooks the emotional 

trauma which has also impacted Job’s perspective. This is messy, isn’t it. Elihu 

speaks truth but in a way that is insensitive to Job’s emotional pain, yet Job in His painful 

disillusionment, needs to be corrected. And no one actually knows what God is doing!  

 

So what is the alternative? In vs. 10 Elihu suggests that the right way to 

petition God in our oppressing circumstances is by acknowledging Him as 

our Creator and the one who is able to comfort us in the night. [35:10] 

God is the only one who can give the soul hope to sing in the dark night of 

suffering. Elihu’s point: God is not uncaring to those who trust Him.  

 
4 David Allen, Exalting Jesus in Job (Christ-centered Exposition series), pg. 157. 
5 John Hartley, The Book of Job (NICOT), pg. 463.  
6 9:21-22; 10:5-7; 13:23; 16:7-14; 19:7-12 

One commentator said of vs 10, singing “praises in the deepest darkness 

does not explain suffering, but it negates its poison, and the ability to sing 

them is for God alone to give. Natural man cannot overcome suffering, but 

grace blunts the thorn (2Cor 12:9)” (Terrien).7 

 

Elihu may be interpreting Job wrong, but he is rightly representing God as 

one who cares for those who trust in Him.  

 

4. God is not powerless (Job 36-37).  

 

Chapter 36 opens with Elihu claiming to speak on God’s behalf and 

audaciously declaring that he is the one with perfect knowledge 

(incidentally, in 37:16 he will acknowledge God as the one who has perfect 

knowledge, but apparently thinks himself not far behind).  

 

Nevertheless, Elihu takes upon himself the responsibility of expounding on 

God’s greatness. [36:5-6] Elihu goes on to issue a warning: those who listen 

and serve this just God will prosper and those who do not listen will perish 

(11-12). [36:21-23] Elihu is warning Job to not add sin to his suffering by 

accusing God of wrong. Then he continues to elaborate on the greatness of 

God as seen through His governance of creation. [36:24—37:13] Elihu’s 

point: God’s power is seen in how He commands the thunder, lightning, 

rain, snow, and ice for His multifaceted purposes. According to vs. 13 He 

uses weather to bring judgment, to bless the earth, and to demonstrate His 

covenant-faithful love (chesed).   

 

Then Elihu goes on to question Job and challenge him to consider the 

wondrous works of God (14-16). Job, how can you possibly understand the 

wondrous works of Him who is perfect in knowledge? How can you present 

your case before Him (19)? [37:22b-24] This is the last word before God 

speaks: “He does not regard any who are wise in their own conceit.” In other 

words, don’t be wise in your own eyes, because no human being is ever in a 

position to dispute with God.”8  

7 John Hartley, The Book of Job (NICOT), pg. 466. 
8 John Hartley, The Book of Job (NICOT), pg. 485. 



 

So what is our take-away from Job 32-37? In our suffering, we must beware 

of the temptation to become self-righteous in our pride and falsely accuse 

God of wrong. Especially when our suffering is not the result of sin.  

 

And in our suffering, we must not abandon a true view of God. He is not 

silent, He is not unjust, He is not uncaring, and He is not powerless. These 

truths are ultimately expressed through the cross of Jesus Christ.  

 God is not silent. At the cross God spoke most definitively His hatred 

of sin and His love for us.  

 God is not unjust. At the cross God poured out His perfect justice on 

Christ for our sin.  

 God is not uncaring. At the cross God’s caring heart was expressed 

in mercy and grace to sinners.  

 God is not powerless. At the cross, God’s power triumphed over 

Satan, sin, hell, and death.  

 

We have much greater reason than Job to restrain ourselves from falsely 

accusing God in our suffering. When you suffer, do you contend/argue with 

God or are you humbled before God? Nelson Mink captured the true heart 

of humility in this prayer:  

 

 Lord, I am willing  

To receive what you give 

To lack what you withhold 

To relinquish what you take 

To suffer what you inflict 

To be what you require. 

And, Lord, if others are to be  

Your messengers to me,  

I am willing to hear and heed 

What You have to say. Amen.  

(Nelson Mink)9 

 

 

 
9 David Allen, Exalting Jesus in Job (Christ-centered Exposition series), pg. 163. 

Communion: 

 

As we come to the Lord’s Table we need to surrender our contentious 

hearts toward God and one another. How? First, we pray, “Lord, I confess 

my pride that wants to argue with You and critique Your ways in my life. I 

confess that Your wisdom exceeds my understanding, and Your character 

cannot be called into question. And so I invite You to have Your way in my 

life.” 

 

Second, we search our hearts for where that same pride has resulted in 

contention with others. Jesus said, “If you are presenting your offering at 

the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 

leave your offering there before the altar, and go your way; first be 

reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering” (Mt 

5:23-24).  

 

Prayer: “If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But 

with You there is forgiveness, that You may be feared…for with [You] there 

is steadfast love, and with [You] is plentiful redemption…” (Ps 130).   

 

 Bread: “Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me; 

nevertheless, not as I will but as You will” (Mt 26:39). This bread 

represents the sacrifice of Jesus. He didn’t argue with the Father but 

entrusted Himself to Him. And through His suffering we are saved!”  

 

 Cup: “If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship 

with one another and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all 

sin.  (1Jn 1:7) 

 

 


