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For the last 16 months we have been on an incredible journey through the
book of Exodus along with portions of Numbers that have revealed so
much about the one true living God whose name is Yahweh. The title of our
series, " That the world may know the glory of Yahweh," points to the
main theme that has emerged in our study: Yahweh is the Lord and there
is no other. His glory is unrivaled in all the earth.

Throughout our study, we have caught a glimpse of God who is:
incomparably great, perfect in holiness, dangerously pure, majestic in
power, and breathtaking in mercy and kindness. Let's just take a moment to
survey what we have seen.

We have seen acute expressions of The Glory of Yahweh.
= God's presence displayed in the intensive fire of the burning bush.
»  God's glorious triumph over Pharaoh and Egypt's army.
*  God's presence displayed in thunder, lightning, thick cloud and
trumpet blast on Mt. Sinai.
* The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night.

We have seen The Holiness of Yahweh displayed through:
*  Mighty acts of judgment against God's enemies
*  Fire coming out from the presence of the Lord to consume rebels
who defy His holiness.
* The meticulous attention given to the design of the tabernacle so
that God could dwell among His people without them being
consumed by His holy presence.

We have seen The Power of Yahweh, the Creator...
» Miraculously providing manna from heaven and water from the
rock
= God's power to alter the “laws” of nature through the plagues of
Egypt—turning water to blood, sending hail, obscuring the sun, and
parting the Red Sea (causing water to stand like a wall).

We have seen The Sustaining Power of Yahweh

* God provided food, protection, and providential guidance in the
wilderness. Not only preserving their bodies but also their shoes
and clothing for 40 years!

We have seen Yahweh’'s Redemptive Mercy.

* He heard the Hebrews' cry of suffering and delivered them, not
only from slavery in Egypt, but also redeemed them from sin
through the atoning blood of sacrifice.

» By God's redemptive mercy, the Passover lamb took their place
and spared them from death followed by an entire sacrificial
system to address their struggle with sin.

We have beheld God's word of revelation.
*  God speaks. He makes Himself and His ways known. He spoke His
prophetic word through Moses and gave Israel His law.

We have observed God'’s unchanging character. This is the heart and soul
of His revelation in Ex 34.

» “The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love
for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin, yet will by no
means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children and the children’s children to the third and fourth
generation” (Ex 34:6-7).

We have seen the Supremacy of Yahweh as the Sovereign Ruler of the
Universe.
»  Supreme over Pharoah.
» Supreme over every enemy and rebel.
*=  Supreme over Creation.
» Supreme in executing His will and purpose which no one can
thwart.

This is our God—majestic in glory, dangerously pure, holy (set apartin a
category of one), infinitely powerful to create and sustain all things,
gracious to redeem, a God who speaks and reveals His pure, unchanging
character of mercy and justice, the Sovereign Lord over all that is, all that
has ever been, and all that will be. This is our God!



I've taken the time for this review, like an airplane circling the runway
because our journey is not without a destination. We can learn a lot of
important life lessons along the way in Exodus and Numbers, but don't
miss the destination. The landing strip is in the little town of Bethlehem.
The destination is Jesus Christ.

As we turn our hearts toward Christmas, | hope to help you see that the
glory of Yahweh-the great majestic God of the OT—the glory of Yahwe is
climactically showcased in the person, life, death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. All that we have seen of God and His ways in Exodus and all that we
have seen of the persistent rebellion of God's people in Numbers points us
to the Christ, His cross, and His invincible crown. To see this, let's turn our
attention to [Hebrews 1:1-4].

Hebrews 1 highlights 7 aspects of the glory of Jesus to which all of the OT
points.

1. Jesus is the final and climatic word of God'’s revelation (Heb
1:1-2a).

Vs. 1: “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our
fathers by the prophets, but in these last days He has spoken to us by [in]
His Son..."” Notice first, that God speaks. He reveals. He makes know his
character, his ways, His plans, and His purposes. If God did not speak in a
way that we could understand, we would have no comprehension of God,
ourselves, the purpose of life, or what is right or wrong.

God’s revelation has come to us in stages over a long period of time. God
spoke and creation came into being. Then He spoke to Adam to interpret
life as He created it. God would continue to speak to Adam’s sons, to Noah,
to Abraham and his sons. Then God would speak to His people through
the prophets beginning with Moses through whom God revealed His law.
Down through the ages of the judges and the kings God revealed His ways
through the prophets.

This is why theologians use the term progressive revelation. God's ways,
plans, and purposes were revealed in stages over time. Progressive does
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NOT mean that God’s truth or His convictions have changed. Those of a
theologically liberal mindset would have you think so. But God has never
changed His convictions or perspective on what is true or how He has
designed us to live because His character never changes. God does not
merely interpret truth. He determines, speaks, and establishes truth which
is unchanging.

So, when people's ideas evolve away from God's original design (on
matters of morality, ethics, and gender, for example) they evolve away from
God. So-called churches that are progressive in the sense that they are
redefining morality to fit the general culture by forsaking the traditional
understanding of the Bible on fundamental issues, have forsaken God who
does not change. They arrogantly suggest that they know a better way. It is
the propagation of a false religion in the name of Christianity.

The point that Hebrews 1 is making is that though God has been speaking
for over many generations and though He has spoken in many ways
though prophets, law, Psalms, signs and miracles, and historical events, He
has been moving all of His revelation to one ultimate climax. In these last
days He has spoken to us in His Son.

Jesus not only spoke as God Himself speaking, He Himself in His person
and character is the visible revelation of the invisible God in human form!
The person, life, work, words, death, resurrection and gospel of Jesus are
the climax of God's revelation. Jesus is the final word in the sense that all of
the OT (all of the Law, Prophets, and Psalms)' find their fulfillment in Jesus,
and there will never be a greater revelation of God than who Jesus is and
will be for all eternity.

What about the words of the apostles in the NT? Christ is the central
message of the NT. The gospels record His life and teaching, the epistles
are the Spirit's clarification, explanation and administration of the Gospel of
Christ, and Revelation declares the culmination of God's plans and
purposes in the unending worship of Jesus as the central jewel of heaven.

The baby in Bethlehem’s manger is the purest and greatest self-revelation
of God. And because Jesus is God’s living word, our primary responsibility



is not to speculate or philosophize about life, but to listen to Jesus, to listen
to His word-all of the Bible—and align our lives under Him in obedience
and faith.

2. Jesus is the heir of all things (Heb 1:2).

Vs. 2: “In these last days He has spoken to us in His Son whom He
appointed the heir of all things." Heir speaks to ownership. Everything that
belongs to God—which is everything—belongs to Christ. We have no
intrinsic right to anything in this world—our bodies, our lives, our children,
our possessions all belong to God, and we are stewards of what He has
entrusted to us. We are to steward our lives, our bodies, our families, and
our wealth and possessions that God has entrusted to our care to be
utilized for His purposes and glory.

As heir of all things, Jesus not only possess rights of ownership to all that is,
but also all that will be. The future belongs to Him. In Rev 5, Jesus is the
only one worthy to take the scroll of God's decrees and determine the final
outcome of history. The kingdom of this world will become the kingdom of
our Lord and Christ and He shall reign forevermore (Rev 11:15). Beloved,
our final destiny will be weighed and determined by Jesus. He is the end of
all things.

The baby in Bethlehem’s manger is God’s only begotten, firstborn Son who
is heir of all things and heir to the highest throne. He is the goal and final
destination to which all of life moves.

3. Jesus is the Creator of all that is (Heb 1:2).

The end of vs. 2 clarifies that it was through Jesus that God created the
world. Jesus is the divine agent of creation. Col 1:16: “For by Him all things
were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been
created through Him and for Him."” So Jesus is not only the source and
beginning of all things, He not only holds the rights of ownership to all
things as Creator, but He is also the only One in whom all things find their
purpose.

Oh, consider the infinite power of Jesus as Creator. In Exodus we saw
Yahweh's creative power provide manna from heaven and water from a
rock. We saw the One who sustains the laws of nature, suspend them to
accomplish His purposes in the parting of the Red Sea. It is this very power
to create and to subject all creation to God's will that Jesus wielded when
He healed the sick, turned water into wine, and raised the dead.

The baby in Bethlehem’s manger is the Creator who fashioned time, put
stars and galaxies in place, holds planets in orbit, formed the Red Sea, and
gives purpose to this very moment of your existence. Oh, what confidence
we have to pray in Jesus' name, to the One who created everything out of
nothing. There is no One greater to whom we can turn, no one greater in
whom we can trust.

4. Jesus is God in all His glory and essence (Heb 1:3).

Vs. 3 articulates perhaps the most potent expression of Jesus’ deepest
identity: "He is the radiance of God'’s glory and the exact imprint of His
nature...” What this means is that the very nature and essence of Jesus'
person is the very nature and essence of God the Father and the Holy
Spirit—-one God in 3 persons. Or as we sing in the Christmas Carol, “Veiled
in flesh, the Godhead see.” In other words, see God Himself in the person
of Jesus. He is the exact imprint of God's nature. Hence...

"He is the radiance of God's glory.” Mirrors reflect light. Light bulbs radiate
light. The moon reflects light from the sun. The sun radiates light from itself.
Jesus is not a mere reflection of God's glory like other created things. He is
God of very God who radiates divine glory from the essence of his divine
being. Or as Col 1:15 says, “He is the image of the invisible God.” That's
what the miracle of the incarnation at Christmas does: It makes the invisible
God visible in the person of Jesus Christ.

In Exodus we see the glory of God manifested in the pillar of fire by night.
At the birth of Christ, we see the glory of God light up the night sky. But no
manifestation of God's glory is more complete, articulate, and revealing
than the person of Jesus Christ whose face, in Rev 1, “was like the sun
shining in its strength.” In the pillar of fire and the Bethlehem sky we see a
manifestation of God'’s glory, but in Jesus we see the very essence and
character of God in His person.



In Ex 34 when Yahweh described His own character, He described the very
character of Jesus who is “compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in lovingkindness and truth; who keeps steadfast love for
thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin but who will by no
means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children...to the third and fourth generation.” Jesus is the radiance of God’s
glory and the exact imprint of His nature. His nature, character and will are
the nature, character, and will of God.

5. Jesus is the sustainer of all things (Heb 1:3).

Vs. 3: “"He upholds all things by the word of His power.” The verb “upholds”
is in the present tense, which indicates continuous action. He is continually
upholding all things by His almighty word. The reliability of gravity, the
consistency of earth'’s rotation, the orbit of the planets around the sun, the
sanity of the human mind are all evidence of Jesus’ sustaining power. The
laws of nature are but humanly observable indicators that Jesus upholds all
things by the word of His power. Seasons change, crops grow, weather is
predictable, the “miracle” of birth takes place, believing hearts persevere,
and the decrees of God stand because of the sustaining power of Jesus.

We saw specific examples of God's sustaining power in Exodus as He
provided manna in the wilderness and water from the rock, as He caused
their shoes to not wear out for 40 years. In one sense this is exceptional
but, in another sense, this is the normal work of our Lord Jesus to sustain all
things—cosmic, earthly, and spiritual, by the simple command of His word.
Col 1:17 says, “In Him all things hold together.” If this is true—and it is—then
Jesus is more than able to sustain you in this present season of life. He is
able to sustain your mind, body, soul, relationships, finances, and your faith
until His purpose is complete for each one.

6. Jesus is the Redeemer of all who will be saved (Heb 1:3).

Vs. 3: "When He had made purification of sins, He sat down..."” (3). In
Exodus, God instructed the priests to offer sacrifices to atone for the sins of
the people. Millions of OT animal sacrifices witnessed to the severity of sin
and the need for grace, but as Hebrews explains, “it is impossible for the
blood bulls and goats to take away sin.” Only one sacrifice could purify us

from sin, the sacrifice of a man who could meet God'’s standards of perfect
holiness. By His death, Jesus made lasting purification of sin and then “He
sat down,” signifying that His work was complete. The priests in the temple
never sat down because the need for sacrifice was never complete. But as
Hebrews 10 explains, Jesus offered up for all time a single sacrifice for sins,
and therefore He sat down at the right hand of the Father (Heb 10:12).

The baby in Bethlehem’s manger came to be the finisher and perfector of
our Redemption.

* Heis our sin offering who atones for sin.

* Heis our burnt offering who consecrates us to serve God.

* Heis our Passover Lamb who delivers us from death.

* Heis our Scapegoat who takes away the guilt and shame of our sin.

7. Jesus is the sovereign ruler over all (Heb 1:3b-4).

Vs. 3: “He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become
as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent
than theirs.” To sit at the right hand of the throne of God is the place of
highest honor and supreme authority over angels, mankind, and all
creation. From that place Jesus not only rules as the Sovereign Lord and
King of kings, but there He also intercedes for us. There is no higher name
to which you may appeal, and no higher throne that can overturn His
decrees. The sovereign Lord is the baby born in Bethlehem’s manger.

There were 3 primary offices in the OT: Prophet, Priest, and King. Heb 1
testifies that all three offices find their fulfillment in Christ. As Prophet, He is
God's final and living word. As Priest He made purification of sins, and as
King He is seated at the right hand of the Father, sovereignly ruling over all!

The book of Hebrews goes on to demonstrate how Jesus is superior in
every way to all we have seen in the OT. He is superior to angels (1), Moses
(3), the Sabbath (4), and the high priests (5,7). His ministry is superior to the
ministry of the tabernacle (8), and His covenant is superior the old
covenant (9). His sacrifice is superior to all the sacrifices of the OT,
providing a superior access to the Father (10). And therefore, He has a
superior kingdom which cannot be shaken (12).



This is Jesus. Incomparably great in every way. Yet what is equally
impressive at Christmas is the astounding humility with which He came.

» Heis the living Word of God, yet He came as a child and had to
learn to speak.

» Heis heir of all things, yet He came with nothing, an infant with no
earthly possessions.

» Heis creator, yet He came dressed in the creaturely flesh of a man.

» Heis the radiance of God'’s glory, yet He came to the ordinary life of
a carpenter in a poor family that lived in obscurity.

» He's the exact imprint of God's essence, yet He came as a man,
laying aside divine privilege.

* He is the sustainer of all creation, yet He came as a dependent
child.

* He's the Redeemer who came to make purification of sin, yet He
had no sin of His own.

= He's the sovereign King, yet He subjected Himself to the tyranny
and oppression of man.

Jesus humbled Himself to the point of death, even death on a cross. He
descended to us in our sinful state, because we could not ascend to Him in
His majestic holiness. There is only one proper response to Jesus. Center
your life and Your worship on Him. Trust Him. Believe Him. Follow and obey
Him. Adore Him.



